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1. Executive Summary 
 
The "Old Rec" is a historic four-acre site currently unused. Following a public consultation that 
engaged over 220 residents, a clear majority (78.7%) expressed support or openness to 
repurposing the land for community and nature-focused use.  
 
A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) has identified a range of existing habitats on the site, 
including modified grassland, native hedgerows with trees, wet ditches and two small ponds. 
The appraisal also found the site to have suitability for a wide range of protected and notable 
species, including bats, badger, hazel dormouse, breeding birds, reptiles, great crested newt, 
hedgehog and notable invertebrates. This reinforces the need for any future proposals to be 
phased, sensitive and led by ecological evidence. 
 
This proposal outlines a phased, low-impact vision for a community orchard, meadow 
restoration, and a wildlife pond. The financial model relies heavily on in-kind professional 
support, volunteers and community fundraising, and grant funding to ensure long-term 
sustainability without placing an undue burden on parish resources. 
 
See Appendix A for a map of the site. 
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2. Background and Purpose 

Brief History of the Old Rec 
The land now known as the Old Recreation Ground forms part of what was historically Bentley 
Green, originally “waste” land belonging to the Bishop of Winchester as Lord of the Manor. 
Although described as unproductive, villagers held common rights over the land, primarily for 
grazing livestock. 
 
These arrangements changed following the Bentley Enclosure Act of 1857, which redistributed 
areas of common land. A four-acre section (numbered 102 on the enclosure map) was awarded 
to: 
 

“the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of the said Parish of Bentley… to 
be held by them and their successors in trust as a place for exercise and 
recreation for the Inhabitants of the said Parish and Neighbourhood”. 

 
The award specified that the land was to be used for recreation and was not to be grazed by 
cattle or swine, only by sheep. This formalised its purpose as a space for community use. 
 

 
Photo credit: Ruth Bright 
 
By 1894, footpaths crossed the Old Recreation Ground and ponds were present on the western 
boundary and south-eastern corner. The ground was used as a cricket pitch and hosted events 
such as the village Flower Show. Armistice Day celebrations were also held nearby, and 
following the First World War, army huts on Bentley Green were repurposed for community use, 
including a Men’s Club with Sir Robert Baden-Powell as President. 
 
During construction of the A31 bypass, it temporarily became a car park and construction 
compound. After completion of the bypass, the land was rented out by the Parish Council to 
private individuals for grazing. 
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The site has therefore served a variety of community and practical purposes over time. Its 
original charitable intent - established in 1857 - was to provide space for exercise and 
recreation for the people of Bentley.  

Current Condition and Usage 
The site has been unoccupied since autumn 2024. 
 
The grassland currently presents a mixed structure. Areas where manure accumulated during 
grazing have encouraged rank grasses, which tend to dominate and reduce overall plant 
diversity. In contrast, areas where horses grazed more intensively - and areas of bare ground 
left behind - have created conditions suitable for other species. 
 
This variation in grass height and ground condition is ecologically significant. It can: 
 

●​ Support a wider range of plant species 
●​ Provide feeding opportunities for invertebrates 
●​ Create habitat niches for small mammals and ground-nesting birds 
●​ Increase overall structural diversity within the field​

 
On the western boundary, a former pond shown on 1880s maps creates a shallow “bowl” in the 
landscape. This feature offers potential for future habitat enhancement. 
 
The hedgerows around the site have been largely unmaintained in recent years. While this limits 
formal access in places, it has created valuable habitat corridors for wildlife and provides food, 
shelter and nesting opportunities. 
 
See drone footage here. 

Key Ecological Observations (Preliminary) 
Initial site visits and informal ecological observations have identified: 
 

●​ Suitable habitat for dormice (a red-listed species) who are confirmed in the local 
landscape 

●​ Suitable habitat for great crested newts (another protected species) 
●​ Priority habitats within the site - hedgerows and ponds 
●​ Semi-improved grassland with limited wildflower diversity but potential for enhancement​

 
These findings are preliminary and non-intrusive. Any future proposals would require further 
ecological assessment before works are undertaken. 
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Why the Consultation Was Undertaken 
Following initial discussions with Bentley Parish Council regarding the possibility of returning the 
Old Rec to wider community use, a small interest group formed to explore potential options. 
 
One of the early ideas discussed was the creation of a community orchard and/or other forms of 
green space. 
 
Public input was identified as essential in order to: 
 

1.​ Ensure the community has a voice in whether change is desired. 
2.​ Understand the level of local support and willingness to engage. 
3.​ Identify priorities, concerns and alternative ideas. 
4.​ Assess whether a community-led approach would be viable and sustainable.​

 
A public consultation was therefore undertaken to gather views before any formal proposal is 
brought forward. 

The Purpose of This Report 
This report presents: 
 

●​ The results of the public consultation 
●​ Findings from preliminary ecological surveys and site observations 
●​ A draft vision for the site (see Section 5) 
●​ Initial financial considerations 
●​ A potential phased timeline​

 
The report is intended to support informed discussion by Bentley Parish Council. 
 
The information provided will enable councillors to consider the future of the Old Rec and 
determine whether further exploration of the proposal should proceed. 
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3. Public Consultation Findings 

Methodology 
A public consultation in the form of a survey was carried out between 21st January and 6th 
March 2026. 
 
The survey included a mix of closed and open questions designed to understand: 
 

●​ Awareness and use of the Old Rec 
●​ Views on its future use 
●​ Levels of support for different ideas 
●​ Key concerns 
●​ Willingness to be involved​

 

 
 
The survey was promoted through: 
 

●​ Printed flyers (pub, village shop, parish noticeboards and school book bags) 
●​ The parish magazine 
●​ Online via local WhatsApp groups and Facebook pages​

 
In addition, a consultation event was held on 14th February 2026, attended by approximately 40 
residents. 
 
The purpose of the event was to: 
 

●​ Share the history of the site 
●​ Present preliminary ecological insights 
●​ Explain the emerging ideas 
●​ Answer questions 
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●​ Gather memories, suggestions and feedback 
●​ Encourage wider participation in the survey 

 

 
 
A total of 221 responses were received. Respondent profile is shown below. 

 

Headline Results 
When asked what should happen to the Old Rec in future: 
 

●​ 53.8% said it should be repurposed for wider community use 
●​ 24.9% said they were open to change but unsure what 
●​ 13.6% said it should remain available for grazing 
●​ 7.7% said they had no strong view either way​
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This indicates that 78.7% of respondents were either supportive of change or open to exploring 
alternatives. 
 
13.6% of respondents expressed a preference for retaining grazing. Their views are reflected 
later in this section. 

 
Excluding those who answered that the Old Rec should remain as it is, respondents were asked 
“What are your main reasons for supporting repurposing or change?” 66.5% answered that “It 
could benefit a wider range of people.” 

Support in Principle 
Respondents were asked which uses they would support in principle (selecting up to three 
options). 
 
The most frequently selected options were: 
 

●​ Community orchard or shared growing space – 58.6% 
●​ Green space and nature – 55.5% 
●​ Simple paths and seating – 48.2% 
●​ Quiet enjoyment and wellbeing – 43.5%​

 
Other ideas, including informal play, community events and learning projects, also received 
notable support. 
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These results suggest interest in a space that is informal, nature-focused and accessible, rather 
than heavily built or formalised

 

Key Themes Identified 
Across both survey responses and the consultation event, several consistent themes emerged. 

1. Support for Green Space 
Many respondents described the Old Rec as currently underused and saw potential for it to 
serve a wider section of the village. 
 
In answer to the question “complete the following sentence: “I would support changes to the 
Old Rec as long as…” responses included: 
 

“It respects the character of the village, protects green space and genuinely 
benefits the local community.” 
 
“A community orchard, growing area and wildflower/wellness area would be great. 
It should have biodiversity in mind but also human wellness and taking into 
account loneliness epidemic.” 
 
“Accessible to all in the community and environmentally sustainable.” 

 
There was particular interest in retaining an open, natural character rather than creating a highly 
structured recreational facility. 
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2. Interest in Orchard and Meadow Planting 
Support for a community orchard or shared growing space was strong. 
 
Respondents referenced: 
 

●​ Seasonal interest 
●​ Opportunities for children to learn 
●​ A space for informal community activity 
●​ A “wood pasture” feel combining trees and open grass​

 
This interest was often linked to wider environmental benefits, wellbeing and community 
engagement. 

3. Wildlife Conservation and Habitat Enhancement 
Many respondents expressed a desire to see the site managed in a way that supports wildlife 
and improves habitat value. 
 
This included references to: 
 

●​ Native planting 
●​ Pollinators 
●​ Protecting existing hedgerows 
●​ Encouraging a wider range of plant and animal species​

 
Comments included: 
 

“It supported nature and wildlife” 
 
“It is natural and wildlife friendly” 

4. Seating and Quiet Space 
There was consistent interest in simple infrastructure such as: 
 

●​ Benches 
●​ Informal paths 
●​ Areas for reflection​

 
Several respondents emphasised wellbeing: 
 

“It is focused on well-being and the village community with access to multiple 
individuals but also if we are able to maintain it as a community. A community 
orchard, growing area and wildflower/ wellness area would be great.” 

11 



Bentley Old Recreation Ground: Community Green Space Proposal 

 
“It should be a quiet area, reflective one” 
 
“It provides places to relax and be in nature. Picnic areas etc.” 

Concerns Raised 
Respondents were also asked about their main concerns. 
 
The most common issues referenced were: 
 

●​ Ongoing maintenance costs 
●​ Safety or antisocial behaviour 
●​ Traffic and parking​

 
These concerns were raised both by those supportive of change and by those unsure. 
Several respondents commented that any proposal would need to be: 
 

●​ Sustainable in the long term 
●​ Low maintenance 
●​ Clearly managed 
●​ Financially realistic 

Views in Favour of Retaining Grazing 
A minority - 13.6% of respondents (30 people) - expressed a preference for keeping the Old 
Rec available for grazing. 
 
Reasons cited included: 
 

●​ Lack of land available to rent for horses 
●​ Maintaining its rural character 
●​ Avoiding additional costs 
●​ Concern about overdevelopment 
●​ Worries about future upkeep​

 
These views form an important part of the overall picture and highlight the need for any future 
proposal to be proportionate, financially sound and sensitive to the character of the area. 

Likelihood of Future Use 
When asked how likely they would be to use or value the Old Rec if it reflected their views: 
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●​ A large majority responded “Very likely” or “Quite likely”​
 

In addition: 
 

●​ A significant proportion indicated they would like to stay informed or be involved as ideas 
develop​
 

This suggests potential community capacity, should councillors wish to explore a community-led 
model in future.

 
 

Summary 
The consultation indicates: 
 

●​ Clear majority support for exploring wider community use 
●​ Strong interest in green space, orchard planting and habitat enhancement 
●​ Appetite for simple, low-impact improvements 
●​ Legitimate concerns around maintenance, cost and safety 
●​ A minority preference for retaining grazing​

 
While the findings do not determine the outcome, they provide a clear evidence base that there 
is community support for the proposal. 
 
See Appendix B for full consultation survey results. 
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4. Ecological Overview 

Site Description 
The Old Rec comprises approximately 1.2 hectares of semi-improved grassland. 
 
The field has historically been managed through grazing and has been subject to past 
disturbance, including temporary use during construction of the A31 bypass. It remains open in 
character, with variation in grass height and ground condition across the site. 
 
Current vegetation is dominated by coarse grasses, with relatively low wildflower diversity. 
However, as noted in Section 2, areas of differing grazing intensity and disturbance have 
created structural variation, which can support ecological diversity over time. 
 
The site is surrounded by ditches and mature native hedgerows, which provide habitat and act 
as wildlife corridors. 

Access and Boundaries 
 

●​ A five-bar gate on the eastern boundary (north side) allows access from Station/River 
Road. 

●​ A five-bar gate on the southern boundary (eastern side) provides access to the adjacent 
field to the south. 

●​ A public footpath crosses the site from approximately halfway along the eastern 
boundary to the intersection of the northern and western boundaries.​
 

Historic mapping from the 1880s (see Brief History of the Old Rec) shows a pond on the 
western boundary. A natural bowl remains in this location. 

Key Ecological Findings to Date 
 
It is important to note that site visits and surveys were undertaken in January and February 
2026. This is not the optimal time of year for ecological surveys, as many species are dormant, 
less visible, or hibernating. 
 
The observations below are therefore high-level and indicative, and further targeted surveys 
during the appropriate survey season would be required to better manage the site. 
 
Full reports are included in the Appendices. 
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4.1 Soil Assessment 
William Whitfield – Soil Scientist (January 2026) 
 
Mr Whitfield surveyed soils across the site to inform potential planting proposals. 
 
Key findings include: 
 

●​ Soils are developed in relatively thin flinty drift over weathered Gault clay. 
●​ Topsoils are moderately deep flinty silty clay loams (12–18cm), with good crumb 

structure. 
●​ Dense subsoil clay occurs below approximately 50cm. 
●​ Drainage is described as “relatively good”, with only slight intermittent surface wetness. 
●​ There is no marsh vegetation indicating long-term waterlogging.​

 
Mr Whitfield concluded: 
 

“Soil depth for tree planting is good and will allow good root development.” 
 
He also noted: 
 

“You will need to take specific advice about planting fruit trees on the ground but 
evidence from the surrounding boundaries indicates a wide choice of deciduous 
tree species to consider during the planting stage of the project.” 

 
Clearing surrounding ditches [which has now been undertaken] could improve drainage further 
and provide firmer winter access. 
 
The soil conditions are not considered a barrier to tree planting in principle. 
 
See Appendix C for full soil report. 
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4.2 Habitat and Wildlife Review 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust (Site visit 3 February 2026) 
 
The Wildlife Trust visited as part of the Team Wilder initiative to review habitats and provide 
suggestions for enhancement. 
 
They describe the Old Rec as: 
 

“A modified grassland field surrounded by wet ditches lined with mature, native 
hedgerows supporting standard trees.” 

 
The grassland is classified as semi-improved grassland, containing species such as cock’s foot, 
ragwort, clover, ox-eye daisy and dock. However: 
 

“Wildflower abundance and diversity is low with coarse broad-leaved grasses 
dominating.” 

 
Grassland Management Recommendations 
 
The Wildlife Trust advised that grassland condition could be enhanced through “cut and collect” 
management: 
 

“Removing cuttings each time helps remove nutrients from the soil which reduces 
grass vigour and promotes wildflower diversity and abundance.” 

 
They recommend annual monitoring, including a Rapid Grassland Assessment in June to 
provide a biodiversity baseline and measure change over time. 
 
Hedgerows 
 
Hedgerows were noted to contain willow, field maple, ash, hawthorn, dog-rose, dogwood and 
blackthorn. 
 
They are described as providing “great wildlife habitat, particularly when they are thick and 
bushy.” 
 
A hedgerow survey is recommended to inform future management. A dormouse survey would 
be required prior to hedge works, as dormice are legally protected. 
 
Orchard and Tree Planting 
 
The Wildlife Trust commented: 
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“A community orchard would be a great way to support biodiversity and engage 
the local community.” 

 
Fruit trees are noted to provide nectar, pollen, leaves and fruit, with apple supporting over 50 
moth species. 
 
The Trust advised that wetter boundary areas may be less suitable for fruit trees, while the 
central area of the field may be more appropriate. Further advice from Hampshire Forest 
Partnership is recommended prior to planting decisions. 
 
Pond Restoration 
 
Standing water was observed in corners of the field following wet weather. The former pond 
location on the western boundary was identified as an opportunity for restoration as well as the 
south-eastern corner. 
 
Guidance from the Freshwater Habitats Trust was referenced, highlighting that restoration 
should: 
 

“Open up the pond sufficiently so that enough work needs to be undertaken to 
have the required impact of opening up the canopy and letting light in.” 

 
Full habitat recommendations are included in Appendix D. 

4.3 The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 
Frances King-Smith - Ecology Works 
 
Ms King-Smith from Ecology Works visited the site and produced a poster for the consultation 
event as well as a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA). Her on-site survey and 
comprehensive desk study confirmed that the site supports habitats suitable for a number of 
protected or notable species, including: 
 

●​ Foraging, commuting and roosting bats 
●​ Hazel dormouse 
●​ Breeding European hedgehog 
●​ Commuting Eurasian otter 
●​ Badger 
●​ Breeding birds 
●​ Wintering thrushes 
●​ Reptiles (grass snake, slow worm, common lizard) 
●​ Amphibians, including great crested newt 
●​ A range of invertebrates, including brown hairstreak​
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The Ecology Works PEAl also recommends further targeted surveys during the 2026 survey 
season to establish the status of these species before any change in management. 
 
See Appendix E. 

4.4 Amphibian and Landscape Context 
Chris Worgan – Newt Conservation Partnership 
 
Mr Worgan reviewed geology and historic mapping and confirmed that the area near the large 
willow corresponds with the former pond location. 
 
He noted that the geology is “Gault Formation - Mudstone”, often blue-grey clay, which is: 
 

“Great for ponds.” 
 
He also observed that the wider area forms a long corridor of green space north of the A31, 
which may allow amphibian movement without crossing busy roads. 
 
He commented that reinstating the pond would be: 
 

“A benefit to wildlife and the ecology of the site and surrounding area.” 
 
This highlights the potential for landscape-scale habitat connectivity, subject to further detailed 
assessment. 

Summary 
In summary: 
 

●​ The site is classified as semi-improved grassland with moderate ecological value. 
●​ Soil conditions are suitable for tree planting in principle. 
●​ Hedgerows and ditches provide established habitat corridors. 
●​ There is potential for grassland enhancement, tree planting and pond restoration. 
●​ Protected species may be present, and further seasonal surveys would be required 

before any works.​
 

The winter timing of surveys limits the level of certainty at this stage. 
 
Any future proposal would need to be informed by further ecological appraisal and appropriate 
mitigation measures. 
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5. Vision for the Site 
The following section sets out a possible vision for the Old Rec, as shown in the concept 
illustration (not to scale) below. 
 
This illustration is indicative only. Any future layout would depend on further ecological surveys, 
technical advice and funding availability. It is not a final design. 
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Scope and Character of the Proposal 
This proposal is specifically for the creation of a low-impact community green space focused on 
habitat enhancement, informal access and nature-based engagement. The project would work 
with the existing ecology rather than replacing it - conserving what is valuable, enhancing 
habitats where appropriate, and introducing features that allow residents to enjoy and care for 
the space over time. 
 
It does not seek to introduce formal sports facilities, reinstate a managed cricket ground, 
relocate allotments, or establish the site as a primary venue for large-scale village events such 
as the fete or flower show. 
 
The intention is to retain the site’s open and natural character, with limited infrastructure and 
minimal traffic impact. This would not be an instant transformation. It would be a phased, 
evolving project, where benefits for wildlife and people begin early and continue to grow. 

Working With What Is Already There 
The site already contains: 
 

●​ Established hedgerows and ditches 
●​ Semi-improved grassland 
●​ Areas of natural variation 
●​ A historic pond location 
●​ Existing public footpath access​

 
The vision would seek to: 
 

●​ Retain and strengthen these features 
●​ Improve habitat condition gradually 
●​ Introduce new elements carefully and proportionately​

 
The aim would be a simple, low-impact green space, not a heavily formalised park. 

Proposed Elements 

Community Orchard 
A central feature of the vision is a community orchard, positioned in areas identified as suitable 
through soil and drainage advice. 
 
An orchard would: 
 

●​ Provide nectar and pollen for insects 
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●​ Offer leaves and fruit as food sources for wildlife 
●​ Maintain open grassland beneath trees 
●​ Create seasonal interest throughout the year​

 
Concerns were raised in the survey about fruit going to waste. This can be addressed through 
active community involvement. 
 
Possible initiatives could include: 
 

●​ Volunteer harvest days 
●​ Juice pressing or cider-making sessions 
●​ Selling surplus produce to support maintenance or other village causes 
●​ Providing fresh fruit to residents without their own produce 
●​ Seasonal events such as wassailing or harvest celebrations​

 
The site would be managed as a “Traditional Orchard” a Priority Habitat under the UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP). 
 
See Appendix F for recommendations from Sir Harold Hillier Gardens 
 

 

Meadow Habitat Creation 
Grassland enhancement would take place gradually through recommended management 
techniques such as “cut and collect”. 
 
Over time, this could: 
 

●​ Increase wildflower diversity 
●​ Improve conditions for pollinators 
●​ Create a more varied landscape​
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A small “butterfly bank” or species-rich area may be possible, subject to funding and ecological 
advice. 
 
The intention would not be to convert the entire field to meadow immediately, but to improve 
habitat condition steadily and monitor progress. 

Wood Pasture 
In addition to meadow enhancement, a small area of the site could be planted to create a wood 
pasture. 
 
Wood pasture is traditionally characterised by open-grown trees set within grazed grassland, 
often with areas of thorny scrub. It combines elements of woodland and pasture, creating a 
mosaic of habitats rather than dense tree cover. 
 
A modest wood pasture area on the Old Rec could: 
 

●​ Introduce structural diversity to the landscape 
●​ Provide long-term habitat for invertebrates, birds and small mammals 
●​ Offer shade and shelter 
●​ Retain an overall open feel 
●​ Reflect historic English landscape patterns​

 
Planting would focus on widely spaced standard trees, potentially including native species such 
as oak, field maple or disease-resistant elm, alongside small groups of shrubs such as hawthorn 
or blackthorn. This would be managed as “Wood Pasture and Parkland” - a Priority Habitat 
under the UKBAP. 

Wildlife Pond(s) 
Restoration of the former ponds on the western boundary and south-eastern corner presents an 
opportunity to protect freshwater wildlife, and could also attract a wider range of land-based 
species too. 
 
If appropriate, reinstating open water could: 
 

●​ Support amphibians and aquatic invertebrates 
●​ Enhance landscape connectivity 
●​ Restore a historic feature of the site​

 
This may require planning. 
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Seating and Quiet Reflection 
Simple, sensitively placed seating could provide: 
 

●​ Space for rest and reflection 
●​ Informal meeting points 
●​ Access for older residents or those with limited mobility​

 
Infrastructure would be minimal and sympathetic to the landscape. 

Interpretation and Engagement 
Low-key interpretation signage could explain: 
 

●​ The history of the Old Rec 
●​ Wildlife present on the site 
●​ Ongoing habitat management​

 
This would help visitors understand how the space is evolving and also promote a sense of 
shared ownership and pride. When people understand the purpose of a space and feel 
connected to it, they are more likely to respect it, care for it and encourage others to do the 
same. 

Education, Citizen Science and Training 
The project has potential to support learning and monitoring throughout its development. 
 
Possible opportunities include: 
 

●​ Wildlife recording using iNaturalist or iRecord 
●​ Annual grassland assessments 
●​ Pollinator counts 
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●​ Bioblitz events 
●​ School visits linked to nature and ecology 
●​ Scout or youth group participation​

 
Frances King-Smith of Ecology Works has indicated interest in using the site for training 
ecologists, which could provide: 
 

●​ Professional oversight 
●​ Additional surveys and assessments 
●​ Free ecological input 
●​ A longer-term evidence base for the site​

 
This could ensure that habitat management is informed by current best practice. 
 

 

Community Participation 
Benefits would not be limited to the finished space. 
 
Throughout the project, residents could benefit from: 
 

●​ Volunteering outdoors 
●​ Physical activity and practical conservation work 
●​ Shared community events 
●​ Learning new skills 
●​ Watching the site develop season by season​

 
Evidence consistently shows that time spent outdoors and participation in practical 
nature-based activity supports mental and physical wellbeing. 
 
The project could therefore offer both immediate and long-term value. 
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A Space That Grows Over Time 
The vision is for a site that evolves gradually; where habitat improves year by year, trees 
mature, species increase and community involvement deepens. 
 
It would remain: 
 

●​ Informal 
●​ Ecologically informed 
●​ Financially proportionate 
●​ Managed with long-term sustainability in mind​

 
This section outlines what could be possible. 
 
Whether and how this vision progresses will depend on further surveys, funding and Parish 
Council agreement. 
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6. Conservation Potential and Environmental Impact 
This proposal centres on conservation and habitat enhancement. Any future changes would aim 
to work with the site’s existing ecological value, strengthening habitats while maintaining its 
open character. 

Grassland Enhancement 
The grassland is currently classified as semi-improved, with coarse grasses dominant and 
relatively low wildflower diversity. 
 
Through gradual management - including reducing grass vigour via “cut and collect” methods - 
there is potential to: 
 

●​ Improve wildflower diversity over time 
●​ Increase food sources for pollinators 
●​ Create a more varied sward structure 
●​ Strengthen ecological resilience​

 
Wildflower seeding or plug planting could be considered once soil nutrient levels are reduced, 
subject to further advice and monitoring. 
 
The aim would be incremental improvement rather than rapid transformation, with annual 
monitoring to measure change. 

Orchard Benefits 
A community orchard could deliver both ecological and social value. 
 
From a conservation perspective, orchard trees would provide: 
 

●​ Nectar and pollen sources for insects 
●​ Leaves and fruit for birds and invertebrates 
●​ Layered habitat structure within open grassland 
●​ Seasonal variation in blossom, foliage and fruit 
●​ Long-term carbon capture through tree growth​

 
Traditional orchard landscapes are recognised as valuable biodiversity habitats, particularly 
where grassland beneath trees is managed sympathetically. 

Protection Measures 
Any future works would be informed by: 
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●​ Further targeted ecological surveys during appropriate seasons 
●​ Professional advice regarding protected species 
●​ Careful siting of new features to avoid sensitive areas 
●​ A phased and proportionate approach​

 
Existing hedgerows, ditches and the historic pond area would be retained and managed with 
ecological sensitivity. The intention would be enhancement rather than disturbance. 

Strategic Alignment 
Enhancing the Old Rec as a community green space has the potential to align with: 
 

●​ East Hampshire District Council’s Climate and Environment Strategy 
●​ Hampshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy published 2025 
●​ Nature recovery and pollinator initiatives 
●​ Wider health and wellbeing goals linked to access to green space​

 
By strengthening habitats while improving community access to nature, the project could 
contribute to both environmental and social outcomes. 
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7. Proposed Timeline 

Phase 1 – Approval and Detailed Surveys (0–6 months) 
 

●​ Parish approval 
●​ Detailed ecological survey 
●​ Funding applications 

Phase 2 – Ground Preparation (6–12 months) 
 

●​ Grass reduction 
●​ Orchard planning 
●​ Infrastructure planning 

Phase 3 – Planting and Establishment (Year 1–2) 
 

●​ Orchard planting (winter season) 
●​ Meadow seeding 
●​ Install seating 

Phase 4 – Establishment and Review (Year 2–3) 
 

●​ Monitoring biodiversity 
●​ Community events 
●​ Maintenance review 
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8. Financial Overview 
This section provides an early-stage indication of potential costs, aligned with the proposed 
phased timeline. 
 
All figures are approximate and indicative, based on current supplier pricing (2026), publicly 
available information, initial professional advice, and assumptions about the likely scale of 
works. 
 
The final scope of the project will depend on ecological survey outcomes, design decisions and 
available funding. Costs in future years may also change due to inflation or wider market 
conditions. Where possible, volunteer labour and in-kind professional support are expected to 
reduce overall expenditure. 
 
The estimates presented here assume an initial orchard of approximately 100 fruit trees, 
establishing the core planting area and basic infrastructure for the site. As the project develops, 
there may be opportunities to expand the orchard or introduce additional features and activities. 
Any such expansion would be delivered gradually, subject to funding, community support and 
ecological considerations, and may increase overall costs over time as the site evolves. 

Phase 1: Surveys and Planning (Year 1) 
 

Item / Service Approx. Cost Notes 

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (completed) In-kind Ecology Works 

Protected Species Surveys (Dormouse) In-kind Ecology Works 

Great Crested Newt Survey In-kind Ecology Works 

Bat Activity Survey (if required) In-kind Ecology Works 

Hedgerow Survey In-kind Volunteer-led 

HBIC Data Search (completed) In-kind Ecology Works 

Soil Survey (completed) In-kind W Whitfield 

Grassland Baseline Assessment (Rapid 
Assessment training) 

In-kind Wildlife Trust support 

Initial Design / Layout Planning n/a Volunteer group 
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Item / Service Approx. Cost Notes 

Planning advice (if required for pond(s) 
restoration) 

£500  

Accessible pedestrian gate (mobility-friendly 
gate) 

£400  

Tool storage (shed or similar storage) £1,000  

Community communications and print materials 
(annual): Design and printing of flyers, posters, 
volunteer recruitment materials, event 
promotion, and production of an annual report 
for residents and the Parish Council. 

£150  

 
Note: Several surveys may be delivered at no cost through training partnerships. 

Phase 2: Ground Preparation and Habitat Management (Year 
1–2) 

Item / Service Approx. Cost Notes 

Cut and collect contractor (1–2 cuts) In-kind Local farmer/landowner 

Composting area setup In-kind Donations / Volunteers 

Ditch clearance (if required) n/a Parish drainage and 
lengthsman 

Pond restoration (contractor digger 1–2 days) In-kind Local farmer/landowner 

Planning application (if required for pond works) £3,000 - £4,000  

Community communications and print materials 
(annual) 

£150  

 
Planning permission may be required for pond restoration depending on scale and impact; this 
would need confirmation with the local planning authority. 
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Phase 3: Orchard and Habitat Creation (Year 2–3) 

Item / Service Approx. Cost Notes 

Orchard trees (50-75 trees*) £40 per tree  
(£2,000 - £3,000 
total) 

Subsidised schemes 

Tree guards and stakes £20 per tree  
(£1,000 - £1,500 
total) 

 

Wildflower seed (species-rich mix) £1,150  

Small wood pasture tree planting £252.00 Woodland Trust 
subsidised pack  

Interpretation signage £1,000–£2,500  

Volunteer planting events £0  

Community communications and print 
materials (annual) 

£150  

 
* Initial planting estimate. The project assumes an initial orchard of approximately 50-75 fruit 
trees. The orchard may be expanded in future phases as the project develops, subject to 
available funding and community support. 

Phase 4: Community Infrastructure (Year 2–4) 

Item / Service Approx. Cost Notes 

Benches (4) £2,600  

Interpretation signage £1,000–£2,500  

Fencing (if required for protection areas) 
approximately 30 metres 

£1,000  

Community communications and print 
materials (annual) 

£150  
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Contingency 
A contingency of 10 - 15% would be advisable to allow for unforeseen costs. 
 
Based on the maximum estimated total above: 
 

●​ Estimated project upper range: ~£21,000 
●​ 15% contingency: £3,000 

Indicative Overall Estimate 
 
£25,000 (factoring in costs in the upper range, contingency and the flexibility to expand the 
project if deemed appropriate). 

Current Grazing Income 
The Old Rec is currently rented for grazing at an annual fee of approximately £600. 
 
If the Parish Council were to support a change in use, this income would cease. 
 
It is important to note, however, that the land was originally awarded in 1857 “in trust as a 
place for exercise and recreation for the Inhabitants of the said Parish and 
Neighbourhood”. Its historic purpose was therefore community use rather than revenue 
generation. 
 
The Parish Council already meets the ongoing baseline costs associated with ownership of the 
site, such as insurance and administration, through the council tax. These costs are not 
currently offset by the grazing income in a material way. 
 
The proposal does not seek to replace the grazing income directly. Instead, it asks the Parish 
Council to consider whether the community and environmental value of the site - consistent with 
its original purpose - is an appropriate priority for this land. 

In-Kind Support and Professional Contributions 
In addition to potential grant funding, the project has already attracted offers of practical and 
professional support from within the community. 
 
These include: 
 

●​ Local farmers offering machinery support for grass cutting and ground works 
●​ Volunteer labour for planting, maintenance and event organisation 
●​ Ecology Works providing ecological surveys and assessments 
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●​ Chris Worgan (Newt Conservation Partnership) offering professional advice on pond 
restoration 

●​ Support from Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust through Team Wilder​
 

This in-kind contribution has significant financial value. 
 
It reduces the need for contractor-led work and ensures the project benefits from professional 
oversight while keeping costs proportionate. 
 
Importantly, this support demonstrates early community commitment before any formal decision 
has been made. 

Community Pledges and Fundraising 
In addition to in-kind support, several local residents have indicated a willingness to contribute 
financially to support the project. 
 
While no formal fundraising campaign has yet begun, substantial pledges have already been 
offered in principle. 
 
This indicates that: 
 

●​ There is financial commitment within the village 
●​ The project would not rely solely on public funding 
●​ Community members are prepared to invest in the site’s future 

Fundraising 
Alongside pledges and donations, the project will also develop a programme of community 
fundraising activities. These initiatives not only raise funds but also help build a sense of 
ownership and connection with the space. 
 
Possible activities include: 
 
Adopt or Sponsor a Tree 
Residents and supporters could sponsor a tree for around £100, either in their own name or in 
memory of a loved one. Sponsors could receive recognition on a simple dedication list or map of 
the orchard. 
 
Community Activities and Walks 
Events such as the Hidden Gems of Bentley Walk could invite a small suggested donation (e.g. 
£5) to take part while celebrating local heritage and nature. 
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Seasonal Fundraising 
Activities such as Christmas hamper raffles or seasonal prize draws could provide accessible 
ways for the community to support the project. 
 
Community Events 
Fundraising events such as quiz nights, talks, or local gatherings could raise funds while 
strengthening community engagement. 
 
Produce from the Orchard 
In the longer term, produce from the orchard may be sold to support the project, including fresh 
fruit, juice, or cider, where appropriate. 
 
Easyfundraising 
The project could register with Easyfundraising, allowing supporters to generate donations 
through everyday online shopping. 
 
Targeted Crowdfunding 
Specific improvements, such as benches, signage, or habitat features, could be funded through 
targeted crowdfunding campaigns (for example, GoFundMe-style appeals). 
 
Volunteer Challenges 
Supporters could take part in sponsored challenges such as walks, runs, cycle rides, or 
environmental challenges, raising funds through sponsorship. 
 
Local Business Sponsorship 
Local businesses may be invited to sponsor elements of the project. This could align with 
corporate social responsibility initiatives or environmental commitments, including local carbon 
offsetting. 
 
Together, these approaches provide a flexible and community-focused way to generate income 
while strengthening engagement with the space. 
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Grant Funding 
In addition to community pledges and in-kind support, a number of grant schemes may be 
relevant to elements of the project. These include local authority grants, tree planting 
partnerships such as Hampshire Forest Partnership, The Woodland Trust, and the Tree Council 
schemes, as well as national and local community grant schemes. 
 
Grant funding is competitive and cannot be guaranteed. The project would therefore proceed in 
stages and only when funding is secured. 

Ongoing Costs 
Long-term costs are expected to be relatively modest and may include: 
 

●​ Annual grassland cut and collect - Chris Holmes has agreed to undertake this 
●​ Occasional tree maintenance - when professionals are required 
●​ Replacement planting - cost of trees, stakes, guards etc.​

 

Forward Financial Planning 

If the Parish Council agrees that the proposal should move forward to the next stage, a more 
detailed 3–5 year financial plan would be developed. This would set out anticipated third-party 
costs and potential funding sources. 
 
The plan would cover: 
 

●​ Investigation, surveys and detailed design work 
●​ Initial site preparation, habitat creation and planting 
●​ Ongoing annual maintenance, including grassland management, hedge and tree care, 

pond management and upkeep of any infrastructure​
 

This more detailed plan would enable the Parish Council to review projected costs, funding 
sources and delivery stages before any physical works proceed. 
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9. Delivery Model and Community Involvement 
The proposal is intended to be community-led, professionally informed and appropriately 
governed. 
 
If the Parish Council agrees, a structured delivery model would be established to ensure clarity 
of responsibility, transparency and long-term sustainability. 

Governance Structure 
Initially, the project would operate as a community working group, supported by Bentley Parish 
Council as landowner.  
 
A clear governance structure would be established, including: 
 

●​ Chair 
●​ Treasurer 
●​ Secretary 
●​ Volunteer Coordinator 
●​ Ecology / Conservation Lead 
●​ Nominated Parish Councillor (Parish Council liaison)​

 
Terms of reference would define: 
 

●​ Roles and responsibilities 
●​ Decision-making processes 
●​ Financial controls 
●​ Reporting arrangements​

 
The Parish Council would be asked to provide practical support in the early stages, such as 
banking facilities for grant applications and payment of suppliers where required. 
 
In the longer term, subject to viability and Parish Council agreement, the group may seek to 
become a registered charity. This would: 
 

●​ Enable access to funding streams available only to charities 
●​ Provide an additional governance framework 
●​ Strengthen transparency and accountability 
●​ Register for Gift Aid with HMRC 
●​ Benefit from potential VAT reliefs​

 
Any move towards charitable status would be carefully considered and formally approved. 
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Mission Statement 
At an early stage, the group would develop a concise mission statement for the Old Rec. 
 
This would set out the site’s purpose and guiding principles, and act as a reference point for 
future decision-making. 
 
The mission would likely reflect commitments to: 
 

●​ Conservation and habitat enhancement 
●​ Community access and wellbeing 
●​ Financial sustainability 
●​ Respect for the site’s history and character​

 
Having a clear mission would help ensure that future activities remain aligned with agreed 
objectives. 

Collaboration with Bentley Wildlife 
The project would seek to formally merge with Bentley Wildlife, an informal group of local 
residents interested in wildlife conservation and habitat enhancement within the parish. 
 
Bentley Wildlife has already contributed to awareness, small-scale initiatives and informal 
monitoring in recent years. Bringing the Old Rec project under the same umbrella would: 
 

●​ Build on existing knowledge and relationships 
●​ Avoid duplication of effort 
●​ Strengthen volunteer capacity 
●​ Provide continuity of wildlife-focused activity in the village​

 
The intention is that the Old Rec could become a focal point for wildlife-related activities, 
monitoring and community engagement, while not preventing or limiting other conservation 
initiatives elsewhere in the parish. 
 
The aim is coordination rather than centralisation - ensuring that wildlife projects across the 
village remain connected, supported and strategically aligned. 

Volunteer Group 
Interest in participation has already been demonstrated. 
 
45 residents have expressed a willingness to volunteer, through the consultation process. 
 
Volunteering opportunities could include: 
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●​ Tree and meadow planting 
●​ Wildlife monitoring and citizen science 
●​ Event organisation 
●​ Light maintenance tasks 
●​ Administrative and fundraising support​

 
Volunteer involvement would be coordinated to ensure safe working practices and clear 
supervision. 

Management Plan 
A five-year management plan would be developed before any physical works commence. 
 
This plan would: 
 

●​ Set clear objectives 
●​ Define phased delivery priorities 
●​ Outline habitat management schedules 
●​ Identify monitoring measures 
●​ Establish maintenance responsibilities​

 
The plan would ensure that change is gradual, evidence-based and aligned with ecological 
advice. 

Insurance and Risk Management 
Bentley Parish Council, as landowner, holds public liability insurance for the site. 
 
All volunteer activities and project works would: 
 

●​ Be risk assessed in advance 
●​ Be logged with the Parish Council 
●​ Follow appropriate health and safety procedures​

 
Where specialist contractors are engaged, they would be required to hold their own insurance 
and comply with relevant standards. 

Annual Review and Reporting 
To ensure accountability and transparency, the group would produce an annual report for the 
Parish Council. 
 
This would include: 
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●​ Progress against the five-year management plan 
●​ Delivery of agreed project phases 
●​ Ecological monitoring findings 
●​ Financial summary 
●​ Volunteer engagement data​

 
This annual review mechanism would allow the Parish Council to monitor progress and ensure 
the project remains aligned with its objectives and responsibilities as landowner. 
 
In summary, the delivery model would be structured, phased and accountable. 
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10. Risks and Mitigation 
Any long-term community project carries risks. Identifying these early allows them to be 
managed proportionately and transparently. 
 
The following risks have been identified at this stage, together with proposed mitigation 
measures. 

Insufficient Funding 
Risk: Grant applications may be unsuccessful, community fundraising may fall short, or costs 
may exceed early estimates. 
 
Mitigation: 
 

●​ Phased delivery: no works would proceed without secured funding. 
●​ Clear indicative costs for each stage - upper range. 
●​ Combination of grants, community fundraising and in-kind support. 
●​ Conservative cost assumptions and contingency allowance. 
●​ Flexibility to reduce scope if funding is limited. 
●​ Consideration of a modest, ring-fenced contingency allocation from the Parish Council, 

to be drawn upon only if required to unlock external funding or address unforeseen 
essential costs.​
 

The project is designed to scale according to available resources. 

Ecological Constraints 
Risk: Further surveys may identify protected species or habitat sensitivities that restrict certain 
works. 
 
Mitigation: 
 

●​ Commission targeted seasonal surveys before works commence. 
●​ Follow professional ecological advice. 
●​ Adapt layout or timing of works where required. 
●​ Prioritise enhancement over disturbance.​

 
The proposal is intentionally nature-led, and would adjust to reflect ecological findings. 

Volunteer Fatigue 
Risk: Initial enthusiasm may reduce over time, leading to insufficient volunteer capacity for 
delivery or maintenance. 
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Mitigation: 
 

●​ 45 survey respondents have indicated that they would be willing to volunteer 
●​ Clear and realistic workload planning. 
●​ Defined volunteer roles and coordination. 
●​ Community events to maintain engagement. 
●​ Ongoing recruitment of new volunteers through parish communications, local groups and 

seasonal activities. 
●​ Use of contractors for specialist or heavy tasks where needed. 
●​ Annual review of capacity within the five-year management plan.​

 
The intention is to create manageable, seasonal volunteering rather than continuous demand. 

Parking and Noise 
Risk: Volunteer activity, contractor works or increased public use of the site could lead to 
concerns about parking pressure within the village or noise disturbance. 
 
Mitigation: 
 

●​ The site has no on-site parking and no roadside parking directly adjacent, which 
naturally limits vehicle access. 

●​ Volunteers are expected primarily to walk to the site given its proximity to the village. 
Where tools are required, brief drop-off arrangements could be made before parking 
elsewhere. 

●​ Contractors undertaking specialist works (e.g. grass cutting or tree surgery) would 
typically bring suitable off-road vehicles onto the site to avoid roadside parking. 

●​ No regular vehicular access is proposed. 
●​ Loud mechanical noise would be infrequent and limited to essential land management 

activities, such as annual grass cutting or occasional tree works, which are typical in a 
rural setting. 

●​ Day-to-day activity would consist primarily of small volunteer groups and visitors walking 
the site. 

●​ Occasional seasonal events (for example, harvest gatherings or wassailing) would be 
limited in frequency and managed appropriately.​
 

The Old Rec is not intended to function as a destination attraction, but as a local amenity for 
village residents. Its lack of formal parking provision inherently limits scale and intensity of use. 

Vandalism or Antisocial Behaviour 
Risk: Damage to trees, signage or infrastructure; misuse of the space. 
 

41 



Bentley Old Recreation Ground: Community Green Space Proposal 

Mitigation: 
 

●​ Encourage strong community presence and ownership. 
●​ Design with minimal and robust infrastructure. 
●​ Clear sightlines and open layout. 
●​ Appropriate signage to explain purpose and stewardship. 
●​ Reporting and liaison with the Parish Council if issues arise.​

 
Experience in other community spaces suggests that visible care and active use can reduce 
misuse. 

Maintenance Burden 
Risk: Long-term maintenance requirements exceed volunteer capacity or available funding. 
 
Mitigation: 
 

●​ Five-year management plan with defined responsibilities. 
●​ Selection of low-maintenance planting and infrastructure. 
●​ Annual review and adjustment of maintenance regime. 
●​ Exploration of contractor support if appropriate.​

 
The project would prioritise simplicity and sustainability to ensure it remains manageable over 
time. 

Overall Approach 
The risks identified are not unusual for community-led green space projects. 
 
Through phased delivery, professional advice, transparent governance and annual review, these 
risks can be managed proportionately. 
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11. Next Steps and Approvals Required 
 
This report has presented consultation findings, preliminary ecological information, indicative 
costs and a possible phased vision for the Old Rec. 
 
No decisions have been taken at this stage. 
 
In order to determine whether further work should proceed, the Parish Council is invited to 
consider the following next steps. 
 
Bentley Parish Council is asked to: 
 

●​ Note the consultation findings, including levels of support, concerns raised and 
willingness to volunteer. 

●​ Agree in principle the creation of a community green space - incorporating orchard, 
habitat enhancement and informal recreation - is appropriate for further development. 

●​ Authorise the community group to move forward to the next stage, including 
detailed seasonal ecological surveys, refinement of the draft layout and development of 
a five-year management plan. 

●​ Support the submission of grant applications, including providing necessary 
permissions as landowner and, where appropriate, banking facilities for grant 
administration. 

●​ Confirm governance arrangements, including agreement in principle to the proposed 
delivery model and reporting structure. 

●​ Consider whether a modest, ring-fenced financial contribution or contingency 
allocation should be established to support early-stage costs or unlock matched 
funding, subject to formal approval of any expenditure.​
 

If agreed, the next phase would focus on evidence gathering, detailed planning and securing 
funding. 
 
Any physical works would return to the Parish Council for review and approval before 
implementation. 
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12. Appendices 

Appendix A 
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Appendix B 
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If you answered "yes" to the question above, please tell us what you would NOT support, and why 

Building development 

Not as another playground or area for large gatherings. 

I would like to see it remain as green open grassy space… keep it wild and uncluttered with any 
buildings/hard landscaping. It is rare to be able to spend time in a wild open space and not have to stick 
to the path; let it be a happy natural and protected space. 

New building development 

Paving it over, building on it, opening it to traffic. We need more wildlife habitats, not rat runs for 
motorists. 

Anything causing additional noise or reduction of public open space 

More development, i e. new build of housing. 

Anything that would attract thieves and other antisocial people. 

Somewhere that becomes a ‘hangout’ spot for antisocial behaviour and dumping 

Loosing more green space and character for the area 

As a bmx or skate Park, or similar. I think it would be predominantly teenagers and there may well be 
issues with noise and litter 

Housing and Urban Development 

Skate park or bike track. They tend to attract graffiti and unsociable behaviour. 

Anything that would negatively affect it’s use for young children 

Housing or buildings 

Development 

Housing 

Housing. Shops. Concrete. Paving. Focus on older generation. 

I do not think there should be a change of use 

Building new houses 

Do not want noise from a child play area 

Use which would be detrimental to wildlife 
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If you answered "yes" to the question above, please tell us what you would NOT support, and why 

Any kind of children’s play equipment 

Not supporting anything other than agricultural 

I wouldn’t support it if it was only for one specific group of people. 

Building resulting in traffic and noise. I would like to maintain sense of a quiet village and traffic and 
building is already, I feel, becoming an issue 

Housing 

Evening events, risk of antisocial behaviour 

Anything not in keeping with the nature: even if there is some play area keeping it wooden and natural 
looking 

Area that would attract antisocial behaviour. There is a traveller community opposite which is continually 
growing and has anti social behaviour with other area around Bentley. 

Housing and further structures 

Housing development 

Dog walking and anything that disturbs the Old Rec as a grassland habitat. 

Skate Park. Anything that can attract buildings of any kind. 

Housing or building development. Needs to remain an open green space 

Concrete park where teenagers will hang out. 

Sports facility - parking requiref 

Allotments or community growing. Both come with visual and practical disadvantages 

Sports- the new rec is ample for that. 

Any repurposing should not duplicate what is currently available elsewhere 

Dog walking 

Travelling community, so much rubbish left 

Housing in that location only there are better locations to be utilised for the obvious need for more 
housing in the village 

It should not replicate existing village facilities, e.g. children's play area and sports ground of the current 
rec. 

A teenager “hang out” spot 
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If you answered "yes" to the question above, please tell us what you would NOT support, and why 

Any form of activity involving noise 

Gardens, as there are some already established. 
Play grounds established 

Vehicle access 

Sports - we have the rec and a great team trying to make that into a valuable resource for all the village 

Building 

Anything that attracts visitors who need to park, because there is no parking. 
Development because it would change the character of the village and cause more teaffic problems. 

Houses 

No to housing 

Non durable trendy initiatives. Anything that tends to change the settled character of the village . 

People using BBQ's or fire pits. 

Play area 

Any structures or play parks 

Any hard development + excessive costs 

more building 

New Houses, More Buildings as it creates more traffic for Bentley and pollutes the air more and kills 
ecosystems 

Houses 

uses which turned it from a field into a structured 'leisure facility' with benches/tables/all weather paths 

No buildings (only pergola) too much development in the village already… 

Skate park 

anything that detracts from biodiversity 

I would welcome the field to be used primarily for community benefit as a green space or convening 
space to bring people closer together. 

Anything requiring a building or siting of equipment 

Any uses involving built landscape 

Teenagers drinking there and taking drugs-especially at night 
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Please complete the following sentence (optional): 
“I would support changes to the Old Rec as long as…” 

It is sustainable for the future 

It is focused on well-being and the village community with access to multiple individuals but also if we 
are able to maintain it as a community. A community orchard, growing area and wildflower/ wellness 
area would be great. 

Children and sports were a priority 

It has a feasible long term plan built on a sound financial footing. 

The nature of it isn’t spoilt . 

It is environmentally friendly and takes into consideration the wildlife in the area 

it remains inaccessible to motor vehicles and will not attract antisocial behaviour. 

It respects the character of the village, protects green space and genuinely benefits the local community. 

Very happy with the ideas if an orchard and bees as already have been suggested 

The character of the village is maintained. That there is no new development of housing. That it doesn't 
become a locus and magnet for antisocial behaviour. There are environmental benefits, e.g. new wildlife 
habitats. 

It was well managed and not used for antisocial activities 

they benefit the whole community 

It was affordable for the Parish. A padel court would be amazing in part of it but obviously only if the 
money could be raised separately. 

Does not encourage development in 1tree field. 

It is well planned so no antisocial behaviour is likely to occur 

It was in keeping, for the village & community and was environmentally friendly 

See previous answer. 

It’s keeps the rural theme of the village 

They are in keeping and prioritise those who live locally 

This was environmentally and financially sustainable 
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Please complete the following sentence (optional): 
“I would support changes to the Old Rec as long as…” 

It is community based and in keeping with the village character. No executive housing. 

It’s environmental 

accessible to all in the community and environmentally sustainable.. 

You get on and hold Bentley archers to account and ensure a PERMANENT solution immediately to the 
main rec issues. 

It has environmental benefits 

The rural character was preserved and it wasn’t housing 

If remains green 

It benefits the community. 

Was good for the community, protected it from housing development. 

80% of green grass is kept. A replacement building is very modern. The car park is kept or slightly 
expanded. Events e.g. scout sale can continue to rent the space occasionally. Playground is kept or 
updated 

it creates a space for all and realistically has a clear maintenance /upkeep programme 

It is in keeping with the traditions of the village. 

Open to all and well maintained 

It was an area used by various ages 

the green space is preserved or enhanced 

They are minimal 

Access remains enclosed and safe 

It supported nature and wildlife 

It was available to all 

There were equal opportunities to engage with change and use the space for the whole community (not 
just a select few) 

It doesn’t involve building any structures 

Nothing. No change. 

It is open for everyone 

It’s inclusive to everyone in the village. 
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Please complete the following sentence (optional): 
“I would support changes to the Old Rec as long as…” 

Sufficient parking and no risk of anti social behaviour 

It doesn’t impact the infrastructure and traffic through village. 

There was a realistic long term plan to ensure maintenance 

It preserves the biodiversity 

The space is open to all residents for their enjoyment 

The would benefit the community. I currently use it mainly to exercise my dog, especially as the alpaca 
field is not accessible due to the risk of being attacked by the alpacas. 

As it is for a community project 

It adds value to the village and its people 

Every one can enjoy what the changes are 

It enhances our village 

It provides places to relax and be in nature. Picnic areas etc. 

Antisocial behaviour and safety is a concern and something we need to always be aware of. The site is a 
bit isolated and away from the centre of the village whilst also being quite close to the A31 so a bit 
difficult to run and find help of you feel threatened at any time. 

The space is correctly implicated and actual with environmental usage and not what it looks like on paper 
to tick a government box. 

there is general support.... 

This piece of land is looked after and remains a quiet place which enhances nature and our beautiful 
countryside village. 

It could be altered if it doesn’t work. 

A grassland habitat is maintained. 

It retains the natural beauty of the land 

It continues to be maintained after any development 

It didn’t bring more traffic to village 

environmental and sustainability is central focus for the change. 

It wasn’t just aimed at children 
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Please complete the following sentence (optional): 
“I would support changes to the Old Rec as long as…” 

It’s natural and made of wood 

Everybody is equally considered, able bodied, disabled, with animals, without animals, children, no 
children and young and old. 

It is managed and looked after 

all are consulted and the majority vote followed. 

It benefits a wide range of people in the community 

It is as natural and wildlife friendly 

It's not housing 

It provides facilities for the community 

It serves the community. Currently it is a boggy fields which isn’t accessible 

it benefits a wide range of residents rather than a handful who have “shouted the loudest” 

the changes have realistic goals 

It helps educate other people 

the residents will benefit from using the area 

There is not a sole focus on the environment 

It benefits the Bentley community 

It’s open for community use 

it is sympathetic to nature and there are hardcore paths to walk around the area 

It has a clear purpose, is not mistreated and is maintained well 

It is beneficial to nature/ecology 

It remains maintained 

It becomes a community assess and use for all. Secure safe area. 

The whole village is in agreement. 

it is used sensibly by the community (ie. Doesn’t provide a location for antisocial behaviour etc, 
particularly given its relatively close location to the travellers site). 

Its not built on 

Those changes are whole heartedly embraced supported and maintained by the community 
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Please complete the following sentence (optional): 
“I would support changes to the Old Rec as long as…” 

No housing 

they truly benefit the community and don't duplicate what is already available 

It enhances the settled character of the village in a durable, manageable, financially lightweight manner. 

They are in keeping with the community 

the character of the area is maintained and sympathetically changed to incorporate new features where 
needed 

It benefits the majority of the community 

Basically it should be a quiet area, reflective one 

Green Spaces / Nature / Biodiversity / Butterfly Area 

It benefits the whole community 

No more fruit trees planted. There is enough waste of fruit already 

It benefits the people 
Of the parish. 

the environment is a main focus and no animals homes are destroyed 

The changes make the Old Rec available to all and are sustainably manageable in the long term 

it remains an integral part of the fields within which it is situated 

It’s accessible for all 

It is in line with the village and does not generate more noise andvtraffic 

it is done for the long term and is fiscally responsible. 

It supports a local green space and served the purpose of being accessible to the whole community. 

the Parish Council have overall ownership and maintenance, and they do not reneg in future 

It can be supervised in some way 
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Is there anything else you would like to tell us about the Old Rec or its future? 
(Optional) 

It should have biodiversity in mind but also human wellness and taking into account loneliness 
epidemic. 

Let’s use it for something other than dog waste ! 

Please please don’t over develop it. Keep it wild. 

I would like to visit the space as it is now but was unaware of its existence before and I don’t know 
where the access point is, perhaps you could add this to your map. 

It should be accessible and a community asset everyone can enjoy. 

I have only lived in the village 2 years and try to take an interest in the village,this is the first I have 
heard of this piece of land. 

I would like to keep the zip-line as the kids love it 

A very good idea for a piece of unused land 

The Friends of Blacknest Fields would wholeheartedly offer advice on the project if it were decided 
it would support wildlife and nature. Community projects such as this are vital to creating green 
corridors and connectivity across our landscapes, however small the space. A community orchard 
or similar would support aspirations of supporting wildlife and could be low maintenance and high 
return for both people and wildlife. 

Please think about archeological possibilities 

No 

I think, firstly we need to engage with a local farmer that can graze sheep and get it rolled in spring, 
definitely looks like it needs managing even if it stays as it is. 

Think it’s important to make sure it is used and doesn’t get built on. 

Well done with putting forward this initiative! Really helpful to include the video. I had to pass on 
one of the questions. Strictly speaking I do not live in the parish of Bentley - but rather the parish of 
Binsted. I am on Station Road - GU10 5JY. There wasn't really an option for me to tick. 

Just that I had no idea it was not privately owned 

Undertake a biodiversity survey before deciding anything! 
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Is there anything else you would like to tell us about the Old Rec or its future? 
(Optional) 

I can remember watching cricket there 50 years ago and very pleasant it was too. However, the 
current Rec provides all the facilities, is underused, has parking and is safer. Any money available 
could be better used to upgrade the pavilion. 

Should allow dogs! 

What about building a sustainable wooden roundhouse with benches. It could be used as a 
communal meeting space or forest school etc 

Well done to date and exciting times ahead 

A much larger project, but the development of Little Horsted Green outside Uckfield in Sussex has 
been very successful. Main takeaways from this project for Bentley would be the accessible, mud 
free walking routes and the mixed variety fruit orchard. Also lots of benches to sit and enjoy the 
space. YouTube video here - https://youtu.be/o1zmL5GyqkE?si=Ht50Tyz2Q5F_LP8Q 

I think a wildflower meadow would be worth consideration 

Make it an extension of the Binsted rec /bentley playing fields for all to enjoy with seating (and a 
path to walk on) 

I own a parcel of land to the South of the Old Rec. The Coronation Oak should be better maintained. 

A Bowling Green would be a good feature 

Due to the delay in the current rec area an interim place to practice sport activities would be a 
benefit to the locals and the greater community. Paths around the field, road base not a concrete 
surround, maintained and stable and walkable and wheel chair access. 

I worry about access by foot across the road coming up from the station. Very dangerous for the 
elderly and young alike. Because of its situation wherever you come from you have to cross the 
road. 

I would wonder if it could be changed to be a slipway to the a31 which would lower the number of 
cars going through the village 

I'm very impressed by all those involved in this survey and inclusion of the community in 
considering the future of the Old Rec. Jim 
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Is there anything else you would like to tell us about the Old Rec or its future? 
(Optional) 

Don't forget livestock owners! Animals are very good for people and well known for the equine 
assisted and all types therapy and mental health therapy 

A ‘park’ layout, with all weather wheelchair access, and ‘stops’ along the way with benches, kids 
fixed play structures and adult outdoors ‘workout’ structures. Area for community gardens/shared 
growing space. Stops with simple educational/historic information. 

I like having horses in the field. It adds to the country feeling of the village. 
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Appendix C 
 
The Soil Cover on the Old Recreation Ground, Bentley 

Soils covering the Old Recreation ground were surveyed in January 2026 to provide 
background information for proposals for suitable planting for a community space in the 
village. 

The field is in permanent grassland but has been disturbed in places when the ground 
was used as a construction site during the development of the bypass. The area is 
surrounded by ditches. 

The soils are developed in relatively thin flinty drift which is a combination of river 
terrace material and drift from sloping ground to the north. This material sits over the 
weathered surface of the underlying Gault clay. 

Soils over the field are moderately deep flinty silty clay loams or, in some cases, heavy 
silty clay loams (clay content between 20 and 25 percent) over coarsely structured clay 
with little profile definition between the surface layer and the immediate subsoil. Topsoils 
(12-18 cms) are of greyish brown, slightly to moderately flinty, silty clay loam or heavy 
silty clay loam with a strong crumb structure. The immediate subsoil is of a similar 
colour and texture. There are a few rusty mottles present, indicating intermittent 
waterlogging, with a deeper flinty, silty clay loam subsoil, which is loosely structured. 
Dense subsoil clay occurs at depths below about 50cm depth.  

The drainage over the ground is relatively good, although slight mottling in the loamy 
cover indicates some intermittent surface wetness, and there is no marshy vegetation, 
like juncus spp that would indicate long term wet conditions. Clearing of ditches 
surrounding the field will allow more excess water to drain naturally from the field and 
there is no need to provide field. Any improvement in the drainage condition would give 
firmer access to the land during the winter months.  

You will need to take specific advice about planting fruit trees on the ground but 
evidence from the surrounding boundaries indicates a wide choice of deciduous tree 
species to consider during the planting stage of the project. 

Soil depth for tree planting is good and will allow good root development. 

 

W.A.D.WHITFIELD 

22.1.2026 
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Appendix D 
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Appendix E 
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Appendix F 
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