
                                                
Bentley Parish Council 

2025/2026 
Application for grant aid 

 
 
Name of Organisation:  Home-Start Hampshire (Registered Charity 1144661) 
 
 
Applicants’ name and address:  
Susan Harris, c/o Home-Start Hampshire 
Wickham Community Centre 
Mill Lane 
Wickham 
PO17 5AL 
 
 
Contact telephone number:     07854 558049    Susan Harris (Volunteer & applicant) 
                                                               0330 124 2095   Local Area Manager (Weywater) 
                                                               07751 070203    Angela Small (Senior Coordinator) 
 
 
Applicants email address:  harris5555@btinternet.com 
 
 
Location of Organisation:   
Alton, Bordon, Liphook and surrounding villages (Weywater branch of Home-Start Hampshire) 
 
 
Nature of activity of Organisation:   
To offer friendship and support to vulnerable families facing difficulties which could adversely 
affect their children’s development 
 
 
Purpose for which grant will be used:   
To train a volunteer ready to support local families. 
 
 
Amount of grant requested:   £ 650 
Total cost of project:                  £ 1300 for each volunteer 
 
 
Please give details of grants applied for or received from other bodies:   
We apply annually to two town councils (Alton and Whitehill & Bordon) plus parish councils in 
our area. We also organise many fundraising activities in the area. 
 
 
Any other information that would help the Parish Council in considering your 
application:  
Please see attached supporting statement 
 

mailto:harris5555@btinternet.com


                                                
 
Do any of your members wish to address the Parish Council at the meeting when 
donations are considered: 
We would be pleased to attend and address the meeting if appropriate. 
 
The full up-to-date accounts should accompany this application - attached 
 
 
Name:  Susan Harris 
Signature:  

                      
Position Held:  Volunteer 
 
Date:  18 February 2026 
 
 
If awarded, BPC will transfer the grant funding into the named bank account. 
Please provide the following information: 
 
Account Name: Home-Start Hampshire 
 
Bank account no:      35405168                  Sort code:   30-90-89 
 
 
Please return the completed form to The Clerk: 
clerk@bentleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
Emma Wadey 
Clerk for Bentley Parish Council 
Bentley Memorial Hall 
Hole Lane 
Bentley 
GU10 5NB 
 
 
For Bentley Parish Council use only: 
Date Received: 
 
Date Acknowledged: 
 
Date of Meeting: 
 
Minute: 
 
Payment Made: 

Emma Wadey  
Clerk & RFO for Bentley Parish Council 

mailto:clerk@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk


SUPPORTING STATEMENT - HOME-START GRANT APPLICATION TO BENTLEY PC 2026 

Please consider our application for the Home-Start Hampshire charity which serves Bentley and 

surrounding area.  

Bentley, as in all communities, has families who struggle with a range of issues which can 

adversely affect the children and reduce their life chances. 

The first few years of any child’s life include huge developments, experiences and learning 

opportunities which greatly affect their future. Once a child falls behind it is almost impossible for 

them to catch up, and can even lead to them repeating poor behaviour when parenting their own 

children – so a downward spiral develops within society. 

Parents want the best for their child, but some families are beset with difficulties which prevent 

them providing high standards of care. They might experience poor mental or physical health, 

relationship difficulties, lack of family support, financial worries, isolation, or have had negative 

experiences in their own childhood. Some children may not have been to a playground, visited a 

library or had a bedtime story read to them. They may not have been introduced to good routines 

at an early age and may start school without the necessary social skills. Lack of stimulation at 

home may delay development; some children also experience or witness domestic abuse. 

Home-Start attracts, recruits and supports volunteers to offer high quality and targeted support to 

vulnerable families, helping them through difficult times and improving their confidence and 

resilience. This helps them to give their children the love, security and normality that most of us 

take for granted.   

When a family is referred to Home-Start, we carry out an initial assessment, and then carefully 

match the family with a suitable volunteer who will spend at least two hours a week with them.  

The volunteers are trained to listen, speak appropriately, guide, signpost and support.  They do not 

preach, dictate or criticise.  Some families have complex, high-level needs; where appropriate, the 

volunteer can liaise with schools or other statutory authorities to help move a situation forward.  

Practical examples of a volunteer’s role may include: 

• Taking a baby out for a walk while the new parent gets some much-needed sleep 

• Discussing ideas for easy and nutritious meals 

• Accompanying a nervous parent to a playgroup 

• Taking a child to the park if a parent is overwhelmed with the care of a disabled sibling 

• Chatting about money-saving techniques 

• Supporting parents as they manage their children’s behaviour 

Parents often relate well to a volunteer rather than a professional to boost their well-being and 

confidence. The relationship between parent and volunteer can be very close but we aim to limit 

its duration to about nine months in most cases. We draw up specific initial goals and monitor 

progress with regular supervision, ending with qualitative assessments of outcomes against 

identified targets. 96% of supported families have made progress in their main identified support 

area, 92% in at least two areas and 88% in three or more.  We encourage and celebrate progress 

with families, including increased resilience and the ability to cope with ongoing challenges.   

The cost of training one volunteer and supervising them during the first six months is around 

£1300.  Last year around 80 families across the Home-Start Hampshire area were referred to us 

for help; some had to be turned away due to a lack of funding for volunteers. A grant of any size 

from Bentley Parish Council would go a long way towards continuing our valuable work which 

benefits the whole community. 

Thank you.          V3-260218 














































































