
 

 

 
 

Risk Assessment 
Allotments, 
Hole Lane,  Bentley 
 
Assessed by: Bill Whitfield 
Date:  January 2026 
  

Hazard/risk  
Level of 
risk 

Mitigation 

Tenancy 
rules 

 Very low 
All new tenants have been given the appropriate documentation and are made aware of the site 
conditions. Any risks are raised and discussed at a meeting of tenants held in March each year 

Paths 

The silt-based soil beneath the paths 
coupled with the uneven slopes over 
some of the ground introduces risks 
when the ground is wet. This is 
particularly the case on the main 
paths in winter where the is greater 
because of the greater amount of 
trafficking and resulting compaction 
of that area. 
 

Medium/low 

General – all tenants are warned of the risks.  
A grass cover is maintained at all times to reduce the slip risk.   
Uneven surfaces are levelled and any bare patches are turfed.  
A small area near the tap has been covered with hard core to reduce slippage.  
Any spilled manure etc is removed from the paths. 
The area where manure has been trampled will be raked and removed from the path and the grass 
allowed to regenerate naturally. 
The area within the main gateway is slippery when muck is delivered and spilled muck is cleared 
from the paths Trailer movements are carefully supervised to minimise spillage onto pathways 

Bonfires 

The insurance policy, covering the 
site states clearly a number of 
conditions to be imposed when 
bonfires are lit.  All tenants have a 
note of these conditions. 

Potentially 
medium but 
generally 
small 
because few 
tenants set 
fire to 
material 

For the most part fires are contained in 45-gallon oil drums which reduces the size of the fires and  
will contain any spread of flames. The area around the drums is vegetation free further reducing 
the risk of spreading the fires. 
Have small but more frequent fires to reduce the size of fires. 
Avoidance of smoke drift onto nearby housing  is carefully assessed before lighting fires and the 
conditions set out in the insurance policy are followed. 
 

Plastic waste 
Environmentally a hazard 

 
Very low 

Small pieces of shredded tyres and other plastic material has come with the loads of muck.  
Tenants are asked to remove this material from their plots and deposit it in a sack which is later 
disposed of in normal rubbish collections. 
Plastic strands become detached from covering sheets.  These are collected by plot holders and 
deposited in a plastic bag which is later removed from site. 
Reduce use of sheeting. 



 

 

Hazard/risk  
Level of 
risk 

Mitigation 

 

Untidy areas 

at both ends 

of the site 

 

 Low 

The two areas at the top of the site have been cleared and is as clear as possible. Some of the 
material is to be burned to dispose of it.   
The area at the south end of the site is still very untidy and will be tidied at some point during the 
year. It is important to note that individuals do not access this area and so the risk is very small.  
There is some opposition to  
The area at the south is still very untidy and will be tidied at some point during the year.  It is 
important to note that individuals do not access this area and so this area has little risk. There is 
some opposition to clearance on this piece of ground as the overgrown areas are habitats to 
wildlife. 
The boundary with Hole Lane at the lower gate has been cleared and new hedging has been 
planted to provide a screen to this part of the site. The southern end will be tidied with much of 
the woody material to be burned. A group work party will be formed to tidy these areas.  It will 
also be an opportunity for tenants to get rid of some of their accumulated rubbish. 

Tetanus  Low 
Tetanus is a soil-borne condition and can be transmitted through small cuts and abrasions.  All 
allotment holders are recommended to have an anti-tetanus injection before starting work on the 
site. 

Summary:   
The major area of concern is general untidiness on some of the “unused” plots on the north and south ends.   
The dumping of muck on the north east corner of the site is an annual problem. 
Slippery surfaces are a hazard when the ground is wet. 
All tenants are invited to inform the allotment manager of any safety concerns they might have. But in general, their plots are tidy and working conditions safe. 
 

 

 
 

ACTION REQUIRED 

VERY HIGH (VH) Strong likelihood of fatality / serious injury 
occurring 

The activity must not take place at all.  
You must identify further controls to reduce the risk rating. 

HIGH (H) Possibility of fatality/serious injury occurring 
You must identify further controls to reduce the risk rating. 
Seek further advice, e.g. from your H&S Team 

MEDIUM (M) Possibility of significant injury or over 3-day absence 
occurring 

If it is not possible to lower risk further, you will need to consider the risk against the 
benefit. Monitor risk assessments at this rating more regularly and closely.3-6 months 
to complete the work  

LOW (L) Possibility of minor injury only No further action required. 



 

 

 


