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What is the A31 Alliance (A31A)?

A group of local experienced campaigners, led by Charles
Cockburn, who wish to protect their towns and villages, along the
A31 corridor, from over-development and the urbanisation of our
beautiful countryside.

https://www.savejaneaustencountry.org/




What is the threat?

EHDC is preparing a new Local Plan with new
housing development plans to 2043 to be built on
proposed “allocated sites” ie sites approved in
principle for development:

Up to 20k new houses
Up to 12k along A31 (Bentley to Ropley)
Up to 900 new houses in Bentley
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Why these numbers?

EHDC housing targets were doubled in Dec 2024 by the
new Govt.

Targets up from 574 to 1,124pa (20k houses in next 18
years)

But EHDC’s area has 57% in National Park (SDNP) +
13% with protections. At least 75% of the new housing
will need to be allocated in only 30% of EHDC area.

Hence up to 12k new houses along A31 corridor
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What EHDC will do to complete its new Local Plan

In early 2024 consultations (under Reg 18) with residents’ feedback were conducted with a draft Local Plan.
In Dec 2024 its housing targets were doubled and it called for new development sites.

In October 2025, it published quietly a Land Availability Assessment (LAA) which identifies 274 sites — put forward by
developers - as “developable” for 15k new houses.. This is the bare minimum needed to meet EHDC’s target - so
practically all will be allocated in the Local Plan.

These sites will have been chosen based on “availability” , not “suitability” or “sustainability”. Of these sites, 155
(>8k new houses) are new with no previous consultation on the infrastructure requirements or environmental
challenges

EHDC is not planning to consult its constituents again under Reg 18, despite the (doubled) housing targets and (more
than doubled) new housing sites and new pressures on infrastructure, environmental challenges

In July 2026 it plans to go directly to the final Reg 19 consultation, where it is not duty bound to consider responses
by constituents



DEN-VL D"Ul icas
LANBER SN
LAR/BEN, Q?u/ LAABIN-013
uuawu/ U\;f@ﬁ‘l!‘dge |

Lower Frovle
LRAA/ERY-004

oo JShalden Green
Holybourne

o uﬁ’m
}ﬁh‘ | | Down

_\/ ShaldehAA'le_, -001

LAAI LI : Binsted
L .
Frithend
!

Wyck LAA/BIN-007

LAA/BEE- LAA/N lo -
EE. LAAJKIN:005 [CPAAIHEA-02
£ wﬁo 2 East Worldham=—_, , Kiggsiey I :
dton = h@ 4
m[ Aboos R/ A ‘n, # 3
n -West ;049;
Worldham /
Lower |
Farringdon LAA/SEL-010
) LAA/SEL-008 /sl
Selbe B <5
Newton A Blackmoor, Conford S
Valence —A' ol
ere are the 15k+ D

Weaver:. -
LAA/LIR 031

w\ g:;\.kwood
e



What are the

for Be ntley? East/West Station Rd 413
Bentley has 504 dwellings — c290

built since 1945 Northbrook Park 326
LAA includes potentially

“developable“ sites for 900 new East/South Hole Ln 57

houses in Bentley

East/West Rectory Ln 65

North of Marelands 37




What will be the impact on Bentley?

1400 Inhabitants

A pub, a shop No analysis of additional

A primary school (full) infrastructure requirements
A Village Hall

No surgery

No environmental analysis

Sewage (overflowing)
Station carpark (full)




We need to stop these
sites from being
allocated and approved
in principle by EHDC

EHDC has to build 15-20k new houses over next 18 years. It
will need to allocate at least 90% of the identified housing
from these LAA sites

Our major concern is that, once “allocated” in an adopted
Local Plan these LAA sites will be seen as “developable”
even after EHDC has been abolished in April 2028




EHDC’s sorry planning plight

EHDC’s death warrant as a planning authority is signed and dated (April 2028)

Today EHDC has only 2.7 Years Housing Land Supply - identified deliverable stock of sites capable of providing
for future housing needs

It needs 5 Years HLS (plus buffer) to challenge speculative development, which will otherwise proceed under the
“tilted balance” in favour of sustainable development

Developers will run riot until EHDC is replaced as a planning authority by a new UA. Residents do not want
EHDC to leave, as its legacy, allocated sites for 15k new homes - ie sites approved in principle as

developable



Local Government Reform gives us hope

EHDC (125k residents) goes in April 2028. Its responsibilities (inc planning) taken over by a new Unitary Authority
The new UA will have >500k residents, probably including Winchester/Basingstoke (as well as East Hants)

The new UA will have far greater scope in strategic terms to consider where the much-needed new housing
should go - ie into sustainable communities (urban and rural) supported by appropriate infrastructure (transport,
schools, hospitals, employment, sewage etc)

Most importantly, the new UA could have ¢6.5 years Housing Land Supply, to successfully fight speculative
planning applications when it takes over



How can we stop the Plan

EHDC should re-run Reg 18 consultation because circumstances (x2
housing targets, 155 new sites, 8k new houses, infrastructure
requirements, environmental damage) have changed so much - this is
what Test Valley and New Forest planning authorities are doing

Not to consult again is clearly undemocratic and against the letter/spirit of
EHDC’s new constitution (adopted this year)

Not to consult again is in breach of its statutory plan-making obligations
If EHDC re-runs Reg 18 consultation it will take longer to complete and

adopt its new Local Plan before it dies in April 2028. Therefore its LAA
identified sites are less likely to be “allocated” - ie approved in principle




What you can do now

Sign the Jane Austen Country petition. www.savejaneaustencountry.org

& Write to your local District Councillor, copy to EHDC Leader, MP and tell them:

/

* EHDC should consult again at Reg 18 stage of the emerging Local Plan given the enormous changes to housing

targets (x2), 155 new sites (more than x2), 8k new houses (more than x2), concern re lack of infrastructure planning,
environmental damage etc.

* We need to have our say and EHDC needs to listen

* EHDCwill be in breach of its democratic duties, its new constitution and statutory plan-making protocols if it
proceeds directly to Reg 19

. EHDC should leave the finalisation of major spatial planning for the required new housing to the new UA, which will
have much more flexibility/capacity (both urban and rural) to find more appropriate sustainable solutions
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