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Minutes 

MEETING of Bentley Parish Council 

Monday 13th February 2023 at Bentley Memorial Hall at 7:30pm 

 

Present: 

                                     Mr John Fuller (Chairman) 
                                   Mr John Goodyear (Vice-Chairman) 
                                   Mr John Wilson 
                                     Mr Stephen Whowell 
                                     Mr Chris Mace 
                                     Ms Jenny Turner 
                                   Mr Alan Lockey 

In attendance: 

                                      

                                   Ms Emma Wadey (Clerk) 

                                   Dist. Cllr David Ashcroft 

                                   Dist. Cllr Ken Carter 

                                   x4 members of the public 

 

 

Ref. Comments 

02/23/01 Apologies for absence. 

Apologies received from: Cllr Kevin Pickup (in France). 

02/23/02 Minutes approved from the meeting on Monday 9th January. 

The Minutes from the meeting held on 9th January 2023 were formally agreed and signed by 

the Chairman. 

02/23/03 To receive the declarations of interest from Members. 

Councillors were reminded of their responsibility to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest which they 
may have in any item of business on the agenda no later than when that item is reached. Unless dispensation 
had been granted, they may not participate in any discussion of, or vote on, or discharge any function related 
to any matter in which they have a pecuniary interest as defined by regulations made by the Secretary of 
State under the Localism Act 2011. Councillors were reminded that they must withdraw from the room or 
chamber when the meeting discusses and votes on the matter. 

02/23/04 Public Section: 

Network Rail Footpath 
Geoff Woollen updated Bentley Parish Council (BPC)on the latest situation with Network 
Rail (NR) regarding the footbridge at Bentley Station and more recently the diversion of 
Footpaths 44 and 38.  In November NR formally applied to close the footpaths. Ben Smith 
requested for local residents to be involved in the consultation. Binsted PC and other local 
groups have also requested.  Tara Pothercary from HCC collates views and passes them on 
to the council. Highways make a safety case which is then considered.  If agreed, an order is 
placed and if opposed an Inspectorate is involved with a public enquiry. 
The drawings were found to be incorrect and NR are now modifying them. 
There is possibility that the footpath may have been a bridleway of old. 



 

02/23/05 Proposal for a Tree Strategy and provision in EMR. 
[Clerk] Following communication with Bentley Wildlife Group (BWG), it was highlighted 
that Ash Die-Back may be a potential problem in the village.  The Clerk has been working 
on Ear Marked Reserves and suggested that some should be allocated for potential disease 
or storm damage tree replacement. After receiving a ‘Bee-Line’ presentation from Jane 
Woodyer (BWG) regarding bees and wildlife in the village, and the Neighbourhood Plan 
(NP) developing a Green Infrastructure Policy, it makes sense to get all parties together to 
agree a Tree & Wildlife Strategy for the village. 
Cllr Fuller suggested investigating how many Ash trees are situated on parish council land.   
The aim is to meet and bring all parties together to share knowledge and develop a strategy. 
Proposed:  Cllr Fuller.    Seconded:  Cllr Mace, 
 

 02/23/06 

 

 

Traffic 
Traffic Bollards on School Lane 
Traffic bollards on School Lane are quite brittle and damaged due to cars and lorries 
travelling up School Lane. It was suggested that wooden bollards would be more 
substantial.  There are no services interfering with the installation of the new bollards. 
Cllr Fuller requested contacting Hampshire Highways to ensure they conform with their 
specifications. 
Stop Sign by Crossroads 
A driver drove down Hole Lane in a southerly direction, crossing straight over the 
crossroads not noticing the ‘Stop’ sign. They very nearly collided with another car. 
The sign is partially obscured by trees.  Cllr Fuller approached the residents at Linden 
Cottage requesting them to lift the crown of the tree situated in their garden. 
Clerk to write to Hampshire Highways alerting them to the sign and unclear white lines on 
the road. 
 

02/23/07 Benches 
The Jubilee bench has now been carved and is concreted into the ground by the pond. 
The bench outside Cllr Goodyear’s house was in a state of disrepair and has now been 
removed. 
It was agreed to purchase a Coronation bench, similar to the one further down the path. 
 

02/23/08 Election 
[Clerk] The election day is Thursday 4th May.  Nomination papers should be submitted no 
later than the 19th working day before.  The publication statement of the nominations will 
be posted no later than 18 days before the election.  New and re-elected councillors need to 
take their seats on the 4th day after election (Mon 8th May) and must sign a Declaration of 
Acceptance of office before attendance at their first meeting. All councillors must complete 
their Register of Interests form and return it within 28 days of taking office.  The Annual 
Meeting must be held within 14 days of councillors taking office, i.e. Monday 22nd May 
(ours is being held on Monday 15th May). 
Bentley Parish Council’s Annual Assembly meeting is on Tuesday 25th April.  As 
nominations should be submitted by then, this opportunity would come too late to notify 
potential candidates of the election. 
The Clerk will attend a Teams meeting with EHDC at the beginning of March to confirm 
further election details. 
The Clerk attended a Zoom meeting with the Chair and Clerk of Binsted Parish Council.  
We collaboratively wrote articles on the election, calling for candidates and other common 
issues in our group of parishes for the Parish Magazine. 
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02/23/09 Coronation 
[Cllr Turner]. There is encouragement to get together on Sunday 7th May for a lunch. A 
cricket match was also proposed.  The weather can be questionable at that time of year. 
Another proposal was to have a child-focussed event on Saturday 6th May, possibly in the 
Memorial Hall in the afternoon. 
The Big Help Out is suggested for Monday 8th May, so ideas are required what we can do as 
a village. 
Cllr Fuller will speak to the cricketeers the following day regarding the cricket match. 
Coronation mugs (x 396) will be purchased to give to the school children plus extra if 
anyone would like to purchase them (@ £10 ea) for other siblings and maybe sold on the 
day. 

02/23/10 

 

a) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) 

Tree, Planning & Development Applications: 

Proposal: The creation of new highway access, area of hard standing with a turning area 
to support an existing agricultural use. 
Site Address: Land at Junction of Froyle Road and, Main Road, Bentley, Farnham  
Case No: 51579/001 
Land Parcel Reference No: 79310 
Comments:  
 
Bentley Parish Council have reviewed this application and also the previous application 
submitted for this site (case number 51579). 
 
The latter was refused by the case officer for two important reasons, namely: 
 
1. The proposal would result in a large area of hardstanding situated with a countryside 
location outside of the Settlement Policy Boundary for Bentley. A proven need for such 
development in this countryside location has not been demonstrated and, as such, the 
development would result in the unjustified encroachment of development into the 
countryside, which by virtue of its siting and size would be harmful to the character and 
appearance of the rural area and local landscape. The proposal is therefore contrary to 
paragraph 170 of the NPPF, Policies CP19, CP20 and CP29 of the East Hampshire District 
Local Plan: Joint Core Strategy and Policies 1 and 2 of the Bentley Neighbourhood Plan.  
2. `The proposal would result in a large area of hardstanding which is at odds with the open 
rural character of the site which is adjacent to the Bentley Conservation Area and within the 
setting of a number of listed buildings. The proposal would fail to preserve or enhance the 
adjacent conservation area or nearby listed buildings and is therefore contrary to the NPPF, 
sections 66 and 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, Policy 
CP30 of the JCS, Policies HE8 and HE12 of the Local Plan and Policy 2 of the Bentley 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
Apart from the new application being amended to propose a smaller turning circle and some 
"cellular grass paving" (as noted on the accompanying block plan), we see no evidence that 
the two reasons for refusal have been addressed in any way. Specifically there is no "proven 
need for such development" and also "the proposal would fail to preserve or enhance the 
adjacent conservation area". The proposal remains contrary to stated sections of the NPPF, 
contrary to sections of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, 
contrary to policies of the JCS, contrary to policies of the Local Plan and contrary to policies 
of the Bentley Neighbourhood Plan. 
It is for this reason that we object to this application.  
 
The following comments were RATIFIED that were made outside of the meeting: 
Proposal: Listed building consent - Ground floor rear garden room extension and first 
floor rear bathroom extension. 
Site Address: 2 Crocks Farm Cottages, Main Road, Bentley, Farnham, GU10 5NH  
Case No: 33352/008 
Land Parcel Reference No: 43706 
Comments:  No objection 



 

Government Consultation on housing figures follows EHDC lobbying 
There are 58 questions to answer.  
Cllr Mace to answer questions on Bentley Parish Council’s behalf. A group of 2/3 
Councillors to meet and consolidate answers. 

02/23/11 Report from Dist. Cllr David Ashcroft of EHDC. 

Elections now require photo ID to vote. 

East Hants and Havant separation have caused some issues.  The waste bin service has now 
been resolved. The brown bin waste disposal will hopefully be increased. 

02/23/12 Report from the Chairman of Bentley Parish Council  

On 16th Jan, we met with our new PCSO, Jessica Ponsford from the Hants Constabulary to 
discuss policing in the parish. Jessica, based in Alton, is making regular visits to the 
village and the parish. We discussed speeding, which is a particular concern of ours, and 
burglary. Jessica can offer nothing personally on speeding but will report our concerns. It 
appears that anti-social behaviour is the most recurrent problem.  
On 30th Jan Emma, Chris and I attended a parish meet-up in Binsted of representatives 
from Binsted, Froyle, Kingsley and Bentley to discuss items which we have a common 
interest. These included planning, Veolia’s plans at Holybourne, transport and traffic, 
and recruitment to parish councils. 
A very useful meeting, even if the agenda was a little packed, and, I believe, the start of a 
very useful forum to allow us to discuss and share information, ideas and views across 
neighbouring parishes. We are proposing to hold quarterly get togethers and restricting 
each meeting to a single topic, with shared interest, which will allow time for some in 
depth discussion. Anyway, a great start, which certainly showed there is plenty of 
common ground. 

02/23/13 Report from the Clerk of Bentley Parish Council 
 
Farnborough Airport Leaflets 

Leaflets were created by the Clerk and distributed with the Parish Magazine. 

Horse Chestnut Tree  

The Horse Chestnut tree at 26 Eggars Field has now been trimmed. 

Dist. Cllr Community Grants 

Dist. Cllr Ashcroft was thanked having now received a grant for the Bentley Wildlife Group 
to mulch the hedge by the Recreation Ground. 

Dist. Cllr Carter was thanked for the Coronation Tree grant.  Possibly other species of trees 
rather than Black Poplar may be purchased which are very hard to source.  This can be 
decided in conjunction with the Tree & Wildlife Strategy. 

Repairs 

The Pavilion will be undergoing minor repairs to the fascias and guttering and the fence 
surrounding the lifebuoy at the pond will also be repaired. 

Memorial Hall Noticeboard 

The Memorial Hall Committee will be approached to jointly (with BPC) replace the existing 
wooden noticeboard at the Memorial Hall as it is in a state of disrepair and the door no 
longer closes properly. 

The Hugh Barton Room will be renamed the Patric Curwen Room 
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02/23/14 Reports from Officers: 

Recreation Ground Officer:  Cllr Whowell 
A football match took place on the rec.  
The changing rooms at the Pavilion are still a mess. 
The grass on the play mounds has taken well. 
 
Footpaths Officer:  Cllr Turner 
The footpaths have been a pleasure to walk on.   All is clear. 
 
Highways & Transport Officer:   Cllr Wilson 
Stop sign issue as Item 02/23/06. 

 
Pond Officer: Cllr Pickup 
Not present. 

02/23/15 

 

a) 

Financial and General Purposes Committee: 
 
The Clerk and Finance Committee met to agree the Ear Marked Reserves (EMR), which 
may have to be revisited after Year End. 

The EMR allocation was approved. 

The allotments water bill was abnormally high for the time of year, so is being investigated 
by Bill Whitfield. 

 

Treasurers Account: 

• Opening Balance 1st Jan:   £17,222.75 

• Income for Jan:                          £100.00 (Old rec rent: Jan & Feb) 

• Outgoings for Jan:                     £9,778.34 

• Closing balance on 31st Jan:    £7,544.41 

Business Account: 

• Opening balance 1st Jan:          £120,210.69 

• Income for Jan:                         £51.38 (interest) £1852.52 (VAT) 

• Outgoings for Jan:                    £0 

• Closing balance 31st Jan:         £122,114.59 

Paper A3 - noted and approved by the Council.  (Incorporated in document) 
Paper A4 - Clerk salary (for March) & expenses record (for February) were noted & 
approved by the Council. 
 

 
The meeting closed at: 8.40pm.   

The next scheduled Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 20th March 2023 at 

7.30pm at Bentley Memorial Hall. 

 
Emma Wadey 

Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer 

 



 

A3 Form 

 
Payments authorised at the meeting held on:   

13th February 2023 

 

Payments authorised 

Nom. 

code 
For 

Invoice 

No 
Item/purpose 

VAT  

£ 

Amount 

£ 

Method 

of 

Payment 

4000 E. Wadey  February salary 0 1597.50 BACS 108 

4050 E. Wadey  Expenses/mileage 0 123.53 BACS 109 

4030 HMRC  Tax & NI 0 441.23 BACS 110 

4470 

 

Drain & Sewer 

Services 

94112 Clearing drains on 

School Lane 

104.00 624.00 BACS 112 

4200 Microshade 17103 Hosted application 

service:  Citrix 

11.20 67.20 BACS 113 

4920 R J Playground 

Services Ltd 

1817 Playground repairs 800.00 4800.00 BACS 114 

4171 

 

Tesco Mobile 

 

 Mobile phone  7.00 DD 

4040 

 

Scottish Widows  Pension 0 140.78 DD 

4080 Binsted Parish Council 118 Councillor Training x2 32.00 192.00 BACS 115 

4951 

 

 

Keith Dodd 56 Concrete base for 

Jubilee bench 

0 745.00 BACS 116 

330 Bentley Memorial Hall 1457 Upgrade of Hugh Barton 

Room 

0 2000.00 BACS 117 

4200 Microshade 17228 Hosted application 

service – Feb (Citrix) 

11.20 67.20 BACS 118 

Total £958.40 £10,805.44  
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Payments made outside of meeting 

Nom. 

code 
For Invoice No Item/purpose 

VAT  

£ 

Amount 

£ 

Method of 

Payment 

328 

 

 

Groundworks Ltd  Neighbourhood 

Plan underspend 

grant repayment  

0 3353.00 BACS  107 

4951 Make Me Something 

Special 

MMSS4098 Jubilee bench 

engraving 

81.00 486.00 BACS 111 

Total £81.00 £3839.00   

 

 

 


