
January 2023

FAO: Council Clerk

We are writing to you as a local Council and a near neighbour of the Alton recycling facility and waste
transfer station adjacent to the A31, which is currently operated by Veolia to manage recycling and
waste produced in Hampshire.

We, like you, are aware that more can be done in Hampshire to increase recycling rates. So following
the decision by Hampshire County Council’s Regulatory Committee to turn down our application to
develop an Energy Recovery Facility at Alton, we listened to the feedback we received and have
revised our plans for the site. Once the new recycling facility opens at Eastleigh we have the
opportunity to use the Alton site to develop new infrastructure which will directly support an
improvement in recycling for Hampshire.

Our proposal
We are proposing a partial development of the Alton site with over 60% of the current buildings
retained.  The existing waste transfer station will continue to operate at its current levels with the
recycling facility converted to recycle organic waste via anaerobic digestion.

Anaerobic digestion is a process by which organic matter, such as food waste, is broken down to
produce biogas and fertiliser for landspreading. The process takes place in a sealed, oxygen-free tank
called an anaerobic digester.

The current buildings will accommodate the existing waste transfer station and also provide a
reception and processing area for incoming organic waste. The remaining building will be replaced
with new digestion tanks and the associated ancillary infrastructure.

We anticipate the proposed facility will be able to process around 40,000-50,000 tonnes of
Hampshire’s food waste each year. Key points about our application include:

● The new digestion tanks will not exceed the height of the tallest retained building;
● The redeveloped site will remain within the current footprint;
● Current landscaping and vegetation around the site will be retained;
● Traffic movements will remain similar or less to the current levels at site;
● Air quality will be managed on site as part of the design and tightly controlled via both the

planning and environmental permitting regimes.
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Why anaerobic digestion?
Feedback during the previous planning process showed a consensus for more recycling in
Hampshire. The new Resources & Waste strategy proposes that every household will receive
separate, weekly food waste collections from 2023, which is not presently the case in most of
Hampshire. Recycling food waste will improve local recycling rates and anaerobic digestion is a
preferred method of treating food waste.

The Draft Partial Update to the Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan from August 2022 reconfirms the
conclusions of the adopted Hampshire Minerals in Waste Plan (2013) in identifying a significant need
for further treatment capacity in Hampshire and supports anaerobic digestion in rural areas.

The process of anaerobic digestion will produce biogas which can be exported directly to the National
Grid or used to generate energy to power the facility itself. It will also produce a fertiliser, which could
be used on farmland locally.

Next Steps
We intend to submit a planning application to partially develop the site at Alton for anaerobic digestion
in the near future. There will be opportunities to comment on these proposals via the planning
consultation process, once the application is submitted and validated by Hampshire County Council’s
planning team.

In the meantime, we thought it would be helpful to contact you with this information in advance of the
application and we look forward to your comments on our plans.

Yours faithfully

Veolia Planning Team
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