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Minutes 

MEETING of Bentley Parish Council 

Monday 12th December 2022 at Bentley Memorial Hall at 7:30pm 

 

Present: 

                                     Mr John Fuller (Chairman) 
                                   Mr John Goodyear (Vice-Chairman) 
                                     Mr Stephen Whowell 
                                     Mr Chris Mace 
                                     Ms Jenny Turner 
                                   Mr Kevin Pickup 
                                     Mr Alan Lockey 
                                      
 

In attendance: 

                                      

                                   Ms Emma Wadey (Clerk) 

                                   Dist. Cllr David Ashcroft 

                                   Dist. Cllr Ken Carter 

 

 

Ref. Comments 

12/22/01 Apologies for absence. 

Apologies received from: Cllr John Wilson (unwell). 

 

12/22/02 To approve the Minutes from the meeting Monday 14th November 2022. 

The Minutes from the meeting held on 14th November 2022 were formally agreed and signed 

by the Chairman. 

12/22/03 To receive the declarations of interest from Members. 

Councillors were reminded of their responsibility to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest which they may 
have in any item of business on the agenda no later than when that item is reached. Unless dispensation had 
been granted, they may not participate in any discussion of, or vote on, or discharge any function related to 
any matter in which they have a pecuniary interest as defined by regulations made by the Secretary of State 
under the Localism Act 2011. Councillors were reminded that they must withdraw from the room or chamber 
when the meeting discusses and votes on the matter. 

12/22/04 Public Section: 

None declared. 

12/22/05 Cricket Club Update [Cllr Fuller] 

The Bentley Archers Cricket and Sports Club was well attended [20 people] and went well. 
Ron Neil from Binsted Cricket Club spoke about cricket in Binsted; Simon Jones from 
Hampshire County Cricket spoke well about grass roots across the county; Jim Hannon 
presented the proposed plans at this stage and Total Play’s feasibility study for the rec. 
The feasibility study will be discussed with the Rec Committee. 



 

As the football pitch does not meet current FA spec, it can be moved to suit junior football.  
The mapped strike zones (65m from the Square) dictate a fence to be installed. 
The proposed location of the nets were apparently where they used to be situated. 
Total Play stated that the Square should be laid in the Autumn (not Spring) to receive 
adequate hydration. 
The next step is to develop the Heads of Terms.  Cllr Lockey is happy to be involved with 
that [January]. 
Simon Jones sent an ECB link regarding Pavilion suggestions. 
The Clerk suggested a visit to Clanfield Parish Council who have recently received an award 
regarding their new cricket pavilion.   
 
It was RESOLVED to locate a storage container for the Fete Committee behind the Pavilion.  
The current two stores at the back of the Pavilion would be demolished and replaced with a 
20ft container. 
Proposed:  Cllr Mace;    Seconded:  Cllr Pickup. 

 12/22/06 

 

 

Training Course 
 
Core Council Skills training course on Friday 20th January 1pm-4pm at Binsted Pavilion. 
The following Councillors agreed to attend:   
Cllr Turner;  Cllr Kevin Pickup;  Cllr Stephen Whowell;  Cllr Goodyear. 
 

12/22/07 

 

 

 

 

 

 

King’s Coronation 

It was agreed that donating coronation mugs to the Bentley School children (204) was a 
good idea, and to purchase more to give residents the opportunity to buy them as well. 
The Clerk stated that an email was received from Binsted PC to combine and create an event 
at Bentley Station as people would be travelling up to London. This could be discussed at 
our meeting with surrounding parish councils (Binsted, Froyle, Kingsley) in January.  To be 

discussed with the Fete Committee and Memorial Hall Committee. 
The Clerk suggested a cricket match to encourage cricket in the village.  Possibly an evening 
event at the Memorial Hall. 

 

12/22/08 Update of Local Plan [Cllr Mace] 

Following meeting on 7th December at Alton Assembly Rooms: 
The meeting was well attended and aimed at engaging residents to go online and inform 
EHDC of their views on 5 areas: Environment; Population & Housing; Infrastructure; 
Climate Emergency; Types of Housing [https://ehdclocalplan.commonplace.is/] before 
16th January 2023. 
There are some interesting statistics such as:  the Local Plan needs to find locations for at 
least 3405 new homes by 2024; each resident emits 4.8 tonnes of CO2.  People are asked to 
consider housing and EHDC have presented 4 options they wish people to consider.  
Cllr Mace to provide guidelines for residents to respond to the questionnaire. 
As far as the Neighbour Plan is concerned, it was unexpected to go back to Regulation 18 
therefore there are no concrete policies in place until 2024.  However, the Neighbourhood 
Plan Group are pressing on.  

12/22/09 

 

a) 

 

 

 

Tree, Planning & Development Applications: 

Proposal: Variation to Permission 50354/017, to provide a residential annexe in part of 
the area previously consented for B1 accommodation; including design and layout changes 
in connection. 
Site Address: Coldrey Farm House, Froyle Road, Lower Froyle, Alton, GU34 4ND  
Case No: 50354/023 

https://ehdclocalplan.commonplace.is/
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b) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) 

 

 

 

 

d) 

Land Parcel Reference No: 43716 
Comments: Neutral 
 
Proposal: Listed building consent - Variation to Permissions 50354/018 to provide a 
residential annexe in part of the area previously consented for B1 accommodation; 
including design and layout changes in connection. 
Site Address: Coldrey Farm House, Froyle Road, Lower Froyle, Alton, GU34 4ND  
Case No: 50354/024 
Land Parcel Reference No: 43716 
Comments:  Neutral 
 
Proposal: 1xLime-Pollard to previous points. 
Site Address: 5 Bonners Field, Bentley, Farnham, GU10 5LH  
Case No: 34778/010 
Land Parcel Reference No: 44081 
Comments: Support 
 
Proposal: Outline Application - Residential development comprising of up to 34 
residential dwellings, including fifteen affordable and nine self-build housing units, 
together with the associated vehicular and pedestrian access, landscaping, and public open 
space (Access to be considered only)  
Site Address: Land West of Broadacre, School Lane, Bentley, Farnham  
Case No: 59717/001 
Land Parcel Reference No: 93667 
Comments:  OBJECT 
Bentley Parish Council objects to this application for the following reasons: 

• A similar application concerning this site (Case number 59717) has recently been 
thoroughly considered and a detailed report compiled by the case officer. The report 
refuses permission for four important reasons; including the inappropriate access 
onto School Lane. The previous application was for 9 houses and this application is 
for substantially more (c.34). Specifically, the report noted that the junction onto 
School Lane would introduce a harsh urban feature into a narrow rural lane, 
harming the rural character of the lane. There is no difference in the proposed access 
in this application and therefore this application should be refused for the same 
reasons. 

• Again the refusal notice to another application (Case number 55711) noted that, “the 
proposed access design strategy relating to School Lane is inadequate to 
accommodate the development safely. This would result in an unacceptable impact 
on the safety of users of the development and the adjoining highway, contrary to the 
Policy CP31 of the East Hampshire District Council Local Plan Joint Core Strategy 
and Chapter 9 of the NPPF.” The access in the proposal is at exactly the same place 
in School Lane as in the earlier proposal and, therefore, must be subject to the same 
failing. 

• The access, whilst affording good visibility to traffic approaching from the north, has 
limited visibility to the south where the road bends to the right after approximately 
30m. Traffic approaching on this 30mph road will be obscured at the junction by 
hedges on neighbouring properties. We do not consider that there is sufficient 
visibility to allow safe entry onto narrow School Lane from the site.  

• The access would increase the volume of traffic in the lane, particularly in the 
morning.  The site access is approximately 100m north of the village school, where 
there is already a chronic traffic problem when parents are dropping off children in 
the morning and collecting in the afternoon. Most vehicles need to travel south to 
join the main A31.  Although there have been some relatively successful campaigns 
to encourage parents to park on the Main Road and walk, or walk from home, the 
on-road parking is School Lane is still severe. There is also no viable land available 



 

to add any off-road parking. The proposed additional vehicle movements will 
exacerbate this already serious problem.  

• Provision for pedestrian access to the village centre from the proposed access point 
is restricted between the site access and the school, for although there is a pavement 
from Eggars Field onwards there is no possibility of installing one to the proposed 
access into School Lane; the lane from Eggars Field to Broadacre is effectively a 
single track road. This would limit safe pedestrian access to the school and beyond 
from the site, particularly for people with impaired mobility.  

• A key principle (4.2.3) of the Bentley Neighbourhood Plan is that “connections to the 
village will be integrated with the existing network of rural lanes, bridleways and 
footpaths to improve and extend safe pedestrian and cycling routes and to minimise 
traffic generation.” Given the width of the land south of Broadacre, this principle 
cannot be fulfilled.  

• It is already difficult for drivers from Eggars Field and Broadlands to navigate past 
the school in the morning drop-off period, the anticipated additional vehicle 
movements arising from proposed site would worsen this already serious problem.  

• Air quality through this section of School Lane adjacent to the school is likely to be 
further harmed by the additional traffic from the proposed development. We point 
to CP27 paragraph 7.56, particularly as this is in front of the school. 

• There is a danger that traffic from the proposed site would turn north up School 
Lane to avoid the school congestion and travel through the back lanes towards East 
Green and join the A31 at the Bull junction. These lanes are very narrow with limited 
passing places and unsuitable for any increase in traffic damaging the rural 
character of these lanes. Entry onto either carriageway is particularly unsafe from 
the Bull junction, especially with the high volumes of fast moving rush hour traffic. 

• The new access would change the orientation of the existing dwelling on School Lane 
at the entrance to the proposed site, Broadacre, and therefore, would be out of 
character with the layout of dwellings in School Lane. 

• Further, the proposed driveway, behind Broadacre, would be obscured to cars 
turning into the proposed new road presenting a driving hazard. In short, the 
proposed driveway to Broadacre is too close to, what would be, a major junction. 

• The access to Yew Tree Cottage to the north of the entrance is dangerously close to 
the proposed junction. Vehicles emerging from the driveway of Yew Tree Cottage 
have at present some visibility up and down School Lane.  However, traffic from the 
proposed access would be completely obscured. 

 
Cllr Mace stated that when working on the Neighbourhood Plan, the look and feel of the 
Bentley in terms of housing style will be identified.   

12/22/10 Report from Dist. Cllr Ken Carter of EHDC.  
 
Dist. Cllr Carter reminded Council that there is councillor grant money yet to be applied for.  
The Clerk stated that the application was currently being worked on. 
There is a full EHDC meeting on Thursday 15th December at 6pm which is available to watch 
online, Item 5 is of particular interest. 
 

 Report from Dist. Cllr David Ashcroft of EHDC. 

Dist. Cllr Ashcroft to report back from the meeting above. 
Also, on the agenda includes climate change and nitrates (which has stopped a lot of 
building in the Havant area). 
There is also money available in Dist. Cllr Ashcroft’s grant allocation. 
Clerk to contact Rob Simpson (Bentley Wildlife Group) to explore any requirements to 
apply for. 
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12/22/11 Report from the Chairman of Bentley Parish Council  

Andrew Joy contacted me about the activities of the Alice Holt Community Forum, AHCF. 
As he pointed out, many Bentley residents enjoy walking in the forest, and it is a great local 
amenity. Since we are beyond the perimeter of Alice Holt, we are not automatically invited 
to join the AHCF.  As this is the case Andrew has agreed to act as liaison between AHCF and 
the BPC and will keep us informed of events and actions that could affect Bentley and our 
residents’ enjoyment of Alice Holt. 
On the evening of Tuesday 15th November at a joyous ceremony at the Star, I presented the 
Three Villages Golf Trophy to the winning captain, Mr Bill Whitfield of Bentley. I can report 
that the Bentley golfers were magnanimous in victory, but did hope to again crush the 
opposition from Binsted and Froyle in next year’s competition. 
On Wednesday 7th December, with Councillor Mace, I attended the EHDC public 
consultation for the Local Plan. Chris has given a more detailed account. All I would add is 
that we need to encourage as many residents as possible to respond to the Option survey. 
Also later on Wednesday 7th December, I chaired a public presentation of plans for the 
Bentley Archers Cricket and Sports Club, BACSC. The meeting was well attended by a cross 
section of the community. We heard from guest speakers, Ron Neal from Binsted Cricket 
Club and Simon Jones from Hampshire County Cricket about the virtues and value of 
cricket, and sports in general, to communities, together with the increasing popularity of, 
particularly junior and ladies cricket in the country. Jim Hannon of the BACSC outlined 
plans and the meeting concluded with a question-and-answer session with some interesting 
discussion about the development of the BACSC.  
 

12/22/12 Report from the Clerk of Bentley Parish Council 
 
Maintenance 

Keith Dodd, a maintenance contractor who also works for Odiham Parish Council  
contacted me and is now undertaking jobs around the village, including the car park hedge, 
defibrillator door and downpipe on the Pavilion.  

Tree on Footpath 

The Clerk read out an email from a resident regarding a tree interfering with power lines 
over a footpath in Eggars Field. It was agreed the power company should cut the branches 
back. 

Height Restriction Barrier at rec car park 

Martin Cashmore can repair for £250. 

The new gate needs a padlock. Clerk to purchase. 

Farnborough Airport Leaflets 

The Clerk produced leaflets to enhance awareness of the issues of increasing air traffic on 
and around Farnborough Airport.  They will be included in the February issue of the parish 
magazine. 

Jubilee Bench 

The Clerk is arranging for the Jubilee bench to be engraved. 

 

12/22/13 Reports from Officers: 

Recreation Ground Officer:  Cllr Whowell 
The height restriction bar has not been removed yet. 
It was RESOLVED to proceed with the R J Playground quote as they offer all services that 
are required.  The play mound is also to be re-turfed. 



 

Proposed:  Cllr Whowell,  Seconded:  Cllr Mace. 
 
Footpaths Officer:  Cllr Turner 
Footpaths are quite passable as vegetation ha died back. 
Cllr Fuller was contacted by EHDC regarding the footpath outside 17 Eggar’s Field. 
Clerk to contact Hampshire Highways to report. 
 
Highways & Transport Officer:   Cllr Wilson 
Not present. 
Clerk to post notice on Facebook and website to vote against the Bentley bus service being 
reduced from a 1-hourly to 2-hourly service. 
The speed camera maintenance contract has not been renewed information captured cannot 
be used by the Police. 
 
Pond Officer: Cllr Pickup 
The pond currently needs maintenance and clearing.  There is a lot of debris on the pond. 
Carters Meadow has recovered well following the bonfire. 
A meeting on Monday 20th December at 10.00am was arranged at the pond to discuss it, 
and location of the new bench. 

12/22/14 Financial and General Purposes Committee: 
 

a) Precept 
It was RESOLVED to keep the precept the same as last year (£61,285). 
Proposed:  Cllr Turner,  Seconded:  Cllr Goodyear 
The Chairman and Clerk signed the precept request. 

b) Clerk compensation 
The Clerk left the room. 
It was agreed to pay the Clerk an energy allowance of £65/month until the end of 
March 2023 and offered a 10.8% pay increase with effect from 1st April 2023. 

 
Treasurers Account: 

• Opening Balance 1st Nov:   £29,762.20 

• Income for Nov:                          £50.00 

• Outgoings for Nov:                     £5,970.73 

• Closing balance on 30th Nov:   £23,841.47 

Business Account: 

• Opening balance 1st Nov:          £120,170.35 

• Income for Nov:                         £12.85 

• Outgoings for Nov:                    £0 

• Closing balance 30th Nov:        £120,183.20 

Paper A3 - noted and approved by the Council.  (Incorporated in document) 
Paper A4 - Clerk salary (for December) & expenses record (for November) were noted & 
approved by the Council. 

 
The meeting closed at: 9.14pm.   

The next scheduled Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 9th January 2023 at 

7.30pm at Bentley Memorial Hall. 

 
Emma Wadey 

Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer 
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A3 Form 

 
Payments authorised at the meeting held on:   

12th December 2022 

 

Payments authorised 

Nom. 

code 
For Invoice No Item/purpose 

VAT  

£ 

Amount 

£ 

Method of 

Payment 

4000 E. Wadey  December salary  0 1597.50 BACS 79 

 

 

4050 

 

 

4070 

 

4190 

E. Wadey 

 

 

 

Expenses/mileage 

 

Home office 

allowance/mileage 

 

Refreshments 

 

Office expenses 

0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

107.97 

 
54.48 

 

 

23.50 

 

29.99 

BACS 80 

 

4030 

 

 

HMRC  Tax & NI 0 441.23 BACS 81 

4130 Cllr John Goodyear  Title deeds 0 3.00 BACS 82 

4200 Microshade 16966 Hosted Application 

Service (Citrix) 

11.20 67.20 BACS 83 

4080 HALC 5495 Training course -

Cllr Mace. 10th Nov. 

9.60 57.60 BACS 84 

4080 HALC 5482 Training course -

Cllr Mace. 8th Nov. 

19.60 117.60 BACS 85 

4610 Martin Cashmore 109797 Rec barrier & 

replace broken 

posts 

184.00 1104.00 BACS 86 

4850 Source for Business 

 

3079 9810 

22 

Water (allotments) 0 117.35 BACS 87 

4950 Phase One Fireworks 1064 Fireworks 420.00 2520.00 BACS 88 

4090 DM Payroll Services 

Ltd 

2461 Payroll 

(April-Sept 2022) 

0 60.00 BACS 89 

4190 

 

Poppy Appeal  Wreath 0 27.50 BACS 90 



 

4470 Drain & Sewer 

Services 

93773 Drain behind 

Pavilion: call out 

fee 

19.70 118.20 BACS 91 

4050 Cllr Chris Mace  Travel to training 

course 

0 18.90 BACS 92 

4171 

 

Tesco Mobile 

 

 Mobile phone  7.00 DD 

4040 

 

Scottish Widows  Pension 0 140.78 DD 

Total £664.10 £6505.83   

 
 

Payments made outside of meeting 

Nom. 

code 
For 

Invoice 

No 
Item/purpose 

VAT  

£ 

Amount 

£ 

Method of 

Payment 

4210 Wildly Upbeat Printers 5255 Public BACSC 

meeting  

0 75.00 BACS 76 

4910 JRB Enterprise Ltd 

 

24690 

 

Dog bags 24.11 

 

 

144.66 
 

BACS 77 

4180 CIA 388163 CCTV 102.20 613.20 BACS 78 

Total £126.31 £832.86   

 

 


