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MINUTES 

MEETING OF BENTLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING PARTY 

AT 7.30 ON 26TH NOVEMBER 2014 

MEMORIAL HALL, BENTLEY  

 

In attendance: Steering Group - Chris Mace (Chairman), Dick Davies (Vice Chairman), Patric Curwen, 
Mike Ellis, Jane Sprague.  

 Working Party – Stuart Saunders, David Darrah, John Fuller, Rob Morton, Bill 
Whitfield, Roger Duffet, Richard Leonard, Paula Murphy, Cathy Smith, Trisha Slator, 
Mike Ewin, Richard Tyrell and Chris Holmes. 

 

1. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were received from Dorte Brydges and Andrew Joy. 

2. Agree the minutes from the meeting on 19th November 2014 
 
The minutes were agreed and will be put on the website. 

3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Update on site allocations and timescales following meeting on 24th November with EHDC 
 
There was an initial discussion regarding site allocations following a comment made at the 
last meeting that the Parish Council had approached various landowners to see if they 
would be prepared to consider putting land forward as SHLAA sites. It was explained that 
these discussions took place on the advice of the Planning Consultant when the preparatory 
work for the Bentley Plan was being carried out. At the time, there appeared to be 
community support for development along the northern boundary of the village and 
therefore it was important to establish whether the affected landowners would be willing 
to consider development on part of their land.  
 
Chris Mace gave an update on the meeting with Simon Jenkins of EHDC on 24th November. 
The key points to note from this meeting were as follows: 
 

• EHDC will be consulting on its draft housing allocations plan from 19th December. 
EHDC has agreed to remove the section that refers to 50 houses for Bentley and will 
replace it with the Bentley draft NP. 

• Simon will check the viability of sites BEN002 and BEN011 (either BEN002 on its 
own or together with BEN011) for housing development, and will advise. 

• SHLAA site BEN008 has been removed, and therefore cannot be considered. 
 
Points arising from the general discussion on site allocation: 
 

• Is there a need for elderly downsize accommodation in Bentley? There hasn’t been 
a specific housing needs assessment carried out for Bentley, but a need has been 
identified by EHDC. 

• Transport policy – it was noted that if a transport policy is included in the NP, we 
should ensure that it is aligned with the one for Alton. 
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• Conditionality in the NP? Can the NP include a number of different sites for 
allocation, but with conditions attached so that a site can be dropped or confirmed 
depending on what planning permissions are granted between submitting the draft 
and the NP being made? JH to check. 

Action: Clerk 
 

4. Planning Policy Section 4 – discussion on planning policies (other than site allocations). 
 
This was postponed until the next meeting. 

 
5. Implementation Section 5 – discussion on community aspirations. 

 
The work carried out by Cathy and Dorte was discussed with reference to the responses to 
the consultation work carried out for the Bentley Plan. 
 
In addition to the core priorities already identified, there was the suggestion that a 
pedestrian gate should be installed to allow a link from Bonners Field to Eggars Field which 
would facilitate walking to school. It was also suggested that there should be flashing speed 
signs installed at key places in the village to dissuade drivers from speeding. Both of these 
items should be included in the list of community aspirations in the NP (section 5).          

 
 

6. Date of the next meeting  
 
3rd December 2014 at the Memorial Hall 7.30pm. 

 

 


